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THE SPECTATOR 


Tue Spectator, established in 1868, is a 
weekly journal devoted to promoting the best 
interests of trustworthy insurance of all kinds. 
The subscription price for the United States, 
Canada and Mexico is Four Dollars per 
annum, postage prepaid. To all foreign coun- 
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on the amount of insurance terminated 
by death, taken as a percentage of the 
mean amount of insurance in force, it 
appears that the average, while slightly 
in excess of that for 1913, is very low 
as compared with most of the twenty 


vears given. In the cases of individual 


Editorial 


It is generally understood that the gen- 
eral death rate of the United States has 
declined materially in recent years, and 
this table indicates that the life insur- 
ance companies have had a similar ex- 
perience. 

The true measure of the death rate of 
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1yo5, While the figures of others were 
not available for the full ten-year period, 
footnotes are attached to such companies 
which indicate the number of years’ sta- 
tistics covered for each. 

The underwriting income earned by 
the seventy-one ,companies tabulated ex- 
ceeded $782,000,000 in the last ten years, 
while their net underwriting profit upon 
this vast amount of income was but one 
per cent. The net returns from invest- 
ments were large enough, however, to 
take care of the amounts paid for divi- 
dends by the American companies and 
the net remittances to the home offices of 
foreign companies, to add nearly $5,500- 
000 to contingent funds (including 
amounts of special deposits over liabili- 
ties in States requiring same), and to 
augment the surplus by over $2,800,000, 
leaving the entire underwriting profit to 
be added to surplus as well. 

lorty-eight casualty companies only 
made, in the aggregate, an underwriting 
profit of two-tenths of one per cent on 
the $597,000,000 of underwriting income 
earned. Of these, twenty-eight com- 
panies lost money on their underwriting, 
and the individual experiences range 
from a loss of 60.1 per cent to a profit 
of 13.2 per cent of the underwriting 
income. 

Six of the fourteen fidelity and surety 
companies tabulated suffered underwrit- 
ing losses of from 5.4 per cent to 29.7 
per cent, the remaining eight companies 
having secured profits ranging up to 30.8 
per cent. In the aggregate, this group 
made an underwriting profit of 3.3 per 
cent upon over $137,000,000 of under- 
writing income earned. 

The four distinctively plate-glass in- 
surance companies made gains amount- 
ing to 4.60 per cent upon $20,600,000 of 
underwriting income earned, none of 
such companies having met with an un- 
derwriting loss. 

The fourth group comprises one credit 
insurance company, which lost 5.2 per 
cent; one live-stock company, which 
made a profit of six per cent; another 
relatively new live-stock company, which 
lost 13.5 per cent upon about $300,000 
of underwriting income; a steam-boiler 
insurance company, which made a profit 
of 9.3 per cent upon about $13,550,000 
of underwriting income, and a_ phy- 
sicians’ defense company, whose loss 
ratio was 0.3 per cent for the five years 
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covered. A concise analysis of the aggre- 
gate results, as shown in the large table, 
is presented below : 


Underwriting income or premiums earned. $782,042,827 





Investment income and accretion .......... 34,739,200 
"WORE ICOM fa cawcccccansecreasecenaas $816, 782,032 

Losses and underwriting expenses.......... $774,225,190 

Dividends and foreign companies’ remit- 

INOS 8 ci Sceclosinsuscsannedadseessatanens 26,437,578 
Increase in contingent funds................ 5,491,207 
[neréase im. et SUEMINS 2.005 coi escccceexaxes 10,628,057 

ROHAN so cence tweadevadneceyauuanstaaeen $816, 782,082 


During the periods covered by their 
statistics in this interesting tabulation, it 
will be observed that more than one-half 
of the total number of companies expe- 
rienced underwriting losses. This condi- 
tion, considering also a decline of eight- 
tenths of one per cent in the underwrit- 
ing profit upon $74,000,000 more of un- 
derwriting income, as compared with the 
corresponding exhibit made last year, 
together with the fact that last year’s 
underwriting profit showed a decrease 
of five-tenths of one per cent from the 
ratio in the table prepared the year be- 
fore, demonstrates that, as a whole, the 
lines of insurance transacted by the com- 
panies listed in this table are not re- 
munerative. At the same rate of retro- 
gression as noted above for the past two 
years, it will only be a year or so before 
it will be found that the companies have 
done business for ten years without un- 
derwriting profit, perhaps at a loss. 

It is, therefore, manifest that the pre- 
railing conditions, in some at least of 
the lines of insurance carried on by 
these companies, are entirely unsatisfac- 
tory, and must be radically altered if the 
companies and their stockholders are to 
be even most modestly recompensed for 
the huge risks which they are constantly 
carrying for their policyholders. It may 
also be said that it is to the interest of 
policyholders to have the companies in 
which they are insured doing a reason- 
ably profitable business, in order that the 
financial stability of the companies may 
be maintained and gradually increased. 





GRATIFYING decrease in the fire 
A losses in Canada is indicated by the 
statistics presented in The Monetary 
Times. The April loss this year is given 
as $1,403,747, as compared with $1,916- 
235 in April, 1914, and with $1,631,696 
in March last. The total for the first 
four months of this year is given as 


$5,314,885. 
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Clean Up Week Now on with En- 
thusiasm in the City 


BABY-SAVING CAMPAIGN 





Campaign of Publicity and Education for Mothers 
Begun—Other Notes 

About twenty years ago, Dr. Josiah Strong 
of New York, that eminent analyst and 
prophet of American civilization, wrote a little 
book entitled “Our Country,” in which he pre- 
dicted the rapid relative growth of city popu- 
lation. At that time about one-third of the 
population of the country lived in cities. 

About two years ago Dr. Strong, at my 
dinner table, went over his demonstration of 
what he regards as a certain future concentra- 
tion of population in cities which will make 
the cities absolutely dominate American life. 

According to the last United States census 
the ratio of urban population has already ad- 
vanced to fifty per cent. ‘These facts surely 
justify the great concentration of interest in 
many of the American cities on the importance 
of keeping the cities clean, cleanliness being 
the cheapest form of life and fire insurance. 

Philadelphia is just now engaged in its third 
annual “Clean-up-Week.” Preliminary to the 
work of “Clean-up-Week"—May 3 to May 8&- 
the Mayor has just reviewed a procession of 
the apparatus and men connected with the 
Bureau of Street Cleaning, which required 
nearly two hours to pass the reviewing stand, 
and included 1700 men, 1600 horses and 800 
vehicles of all sorts, a remarkable indication of 
the efficiency of this department with its great 
variety of apparatus and complete organiza- 
tion. An appeal has been made for hearty 
co-operation on the part of every man, woman 
and child, because it is a great health move- 
ment and precaution against unnecessary fires. 
All departments of the city government are 
co-operating in this clean-up-week campaign, 
and the daily papers are exerting their great- 
est influence in its favor. The Evening Tele- 
graph, for example, has the following as part 
of a leading editorial: 

“Somebody has devised six good command- 
ments to cover occasions of this kind. Here 
they are, in licu of an editorial: 

“Thou shalt honor thy neighborhood and 
keep it clean. 

“Remember thy cleaning-day and keep it 
wholly. 

“Thou shalt take care of thy rubbish heap; 
else thy neighbor will bear witness against 
thee. 

“Thou shalt keep in order thy alley, thy 
back yard, thy hall and thy stairway. 

“Thou shalt not let the wicked fly breed. 

“Thou shalt not kill thy neighbor by ignor- 
ing fire menaces or by poisoning the air with 
rubbish and garbage.” 

Every kind of rubbish is removed without 
cost to the householder, including old furni- 
ture, mattresses and bedding, and, in fact. 
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everything that is useless in and around the 
premises, and this co-operation is being given 
to a degree which perhaps would be difficult 
to secure in any other American city of a large 


size. Last year the quantity of rubbish re- 
moved was sufficient to fill a freight train 


twelve miles long, and this year the equipment 
and organization are even more complete; and 
it is gratifying to learn that 2500 other cities 
and towns in the United States are now fol- 
lowing the example of the large cities in 
having a clean-up-week, all of which means 
safeguarding human life and health and im- 
portant fire prevention. In 1914 about $300,000 
fire loss in Philadelphia is charged to rubbish 
heaps. 

To this good work two life insurance com- 
panies make substantial contributions. ‘The 
Equitable has furnished the city with a large 
quantity of very impressive charts on public 
health and typhoid fever for general distri- 
bution. The Metropolitan Life has made plans 
to distribute through its agents 250,000 pam- 
phlets to its industrial policyholders, explain- 
ing the importance of a comprehensive clean- 
up campaign. Better health, fewer fires and 
cleaner streets are expected to be the direct 
and immediate results of this strenuous week. 
It is estimated that half of the whole 
number of fires that occurred in Philadelphia 


about 


last year would not have taken place had care- 
less housekeepers paid more attention to the 
inflammable rubbish, here, there and every- 


where in their houses. 


3ABY-SAVING CAMPAIGN 

One of the most creditable young organiza- 
tions in Philadelphia is the Child l*ederation, 
devoted to the best interests of babies and 
children, of which Edward W. Bok is presi- 
dent. Mr. Bok, the distinguished editor of 
The Ladies’ Home Journal and vice-president 
of the Curtis Publishing Company, is doing 
many things in Philadelphia which are a credit 
to his profession as a journalist. Under the 
complete organization of Mr. Bok's associa- 
tion he believes that there will be a large re- 
duction in infant mortality. The work is being 
done in a thoroughly scientific way at a very 
large expense. 

A new plan for the education of mothers 
and housekeepers adopted by the Child Federa- 
tion, is the posting of health bulletins in 350 
places in the city, at frequent intervals, be- 
ginning May 1. Tron bulletin boards are being 
erected, and the first bulletin giving warning 
of the dangers to health by the fly menace is 
just off the press. The bulletins, yellow in 
color, 18 inches to 24 inches in size, will take 
up one subject at a time and those appropriate 
to the season. They will set forth in short and 
readable sentences the lederation’s message of 
health. In this project the Federation is being 
supported by other social agencies of the city. 
The Federation prepares the bulletins and the 
bulletin boards. The boards are installed and 
the bulletins distributed by other organizations. 
The following practical and comprehensive 
quotations are from the first bulletin on the 
fly: 

“Why We Should Prevent the Fly—Because 
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he is born in filth, feeds on filth, walks on 
filth and is a scavenger and breeds in filth. 
Ile may carry from the sick to the healthy 
typhoid fever, dysentery, cholera, tuberculosis 
and also other diseases. 

“Tlow to Prevent 
breeding places. 


I‘lies—Remove _ their 
Keep your alley and back 
yard clean. Garbage cans or boxes covered, 
Clean after emptying. Allow no filth or decay- 
ing matter of any kind in or near your house. 

“Screen all doors and windows; screen all 
food, especially milk and butter; screen baby’s 
bed; screen a sick patient. 


“Kill every fly on sight.” VETERAN. 
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VETOES INFANTILE INSURANCE 
BILL 
Proposed Amendment to Fraternal Society 
Law Killed by Governor Whitman 


Whitman of New York has 
Assemblyman Moore's bill amending the insur- 


Goveror vetoed 
ance law in relation to the powers of fraternal 
benefit societies. Along with a detailed analysis 
of the measure, the Governor contended that the 
measure would damage the fraternal insurance 
societies. He also objected to the measure be- 


cause it seemed to be designed for the mere 
purpose of getting new business for the socie- 
ties. 

The 


css of fraternal societies is given in the follow- 


rovernor’s position on the infantile busi- 


ing statement: 


Beyond the insuperable objections pointed out, 
namely, that the doing of the business of in- 
fantile insurance by fraternal orders is, in my 
judgment, wholly outside the functions of such 
corporations, I find they are confronted in a 
great number of instances by sufficient problems 
along the line of obtaining adequate sums from 
members to cover the cost of their insurance 
without further complicating the situation in 
which an approval of this measure would result. 

Fraternal organizationg undoubtedly serve a 
very useful purpose in the insurance world and 
have accomplished much good. In my desire to 
act for their best interests and foster their 
growth, I withhold approval of this measure. 
The Insurance Department of this State, in an 
expression of its opinion on the advisability of 
granting the privilege covered by this bill, only 
emphasizes the views I have expressed. 


The Fidelity’s New Medical Director 
Dr. William H. FE. Wehner, who took up his 
duties on May 1 as medical director of the 
Fidelity Mutual, that 
ripe experience in life insurance medical work, 


brings to institution a 
having been a member of the Medical Board of 
the Penn Mutual Life for the 
The 
being able to retain in an 
Dr. Damon PB. Pfeiffer, who 
the Fidelity staff as associate medical director. 
Dr. Pfeiffer is instructor in surgery at the 
University of Pennsylvania and assistant sur- 
geon in the University Hospital. His increasing 
responsibilities in this connection and the de- 


past seventeen 
very fortunate in 
advisory capacity 
will continue on 


years. Fidelity is also 


mands made by his private practice leave him 
only a limited amount of time to 
his duties as a member of the Fidelity’s Medical 
Board. 

Dr. Wehner, the new medical 


born in Philadelphia March 7, 1865. 


devote to 


director, 
He received 


was 
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his early education in the public schools of 
Philadelphia, aterwards he took a_ business 


course in the Bryant and Stratton College, and 
later studied under a private tutor. In 1884 he 
entered Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, 
and it was there he made the acquaintance of 
Dr. Oliver P. Rex, medical director of the Penn 
Mutual. After his graduation, in 1887, he was 
made assistant to Dr. L. Webster Fox, and for 
three years did special eye work in the Jefferson 
Hospital. He passed a competitive examination 
and was appointed an interne on the staff of 
the Philadelphia 

In 1888 Dr. Wehner was appointed a member 
of the medical board of the Penn Mutual Life 
of Philadelphia and continued to serve in that 
capacity until his resignation to accept the 
medical directorship of the Fidelity. 

Dr. Wehner is a member of the American 
Medical Directors Association, the Philadelphia 
Medical Association, Philadelphia 
Medical Club, University Lodge F. & A. M., and 
was thirty years a member of the 
Cricket Club. 


Hospital. 


Examiners 


for over 
Manheim 


Perez F. Huff Resigns from Union Central 


Insurance circles received a surprise 


when it was learned that Perez F, 


this 
Huff 
had resigned as general agent of the Union Cen- 
tral Life of Cincinnati, 
thought that Mr. Huff and 
were linked together so closely that nothing 
could ever cause them to separate. It has been 
largely through the personal efforts of Mr. Huff 
that the Union Central hag attained such prom- 
inence in New York city. 

Other have watched Mr. Huff’s 
progress with a great deal of interest, and it is 
a known fact that he has received very flatter- 
ing offers from time to time. 

It is understood that Mr. Huff expects in the 
near future to announce his new connection, and 
THe SPECTATOR congratulates in 
company 


week 


because everyone 


the Union Central 


companies 


advance the 
will be fortunate to have Mr. 
Huff represent it as general agent on account of 
his high reputation for integrity and ability. 
It is seldom that one man in the life insurance 
business combines the qualities of salesmanship, 
underwriter and 
life insurance have 
the last few months, and no 


which 


The conditions in 
changed somewhat within 
doubt Mr. Huff, 
with his farseeing eye, is looking into the fu- 
ture. Insurance men generally will await with 
interest the announcement of his new connec- 
tion, 


executive. 


Death of J. A. Goulden 


Joseph A. Goulden of York 
dropped dead on Monday afternoon in the Broad 
Street Station of the 
Philadelphia on his arrival to attend a meeting 
of the directors of the Penn Mutual 
Life Company, with which he had 
been associated for more than forty years. 
He first engaged in the insurance business i! 
Pittsburg with the Penn Mutual Life of Phila- 
1870. From 1882 to 1886, while he 
was a resident of Pittsburg, he served on the 
staff of Governor Pattison of Pennsylvania. He 
took up residence in New York in 1889, when 
he was appointed general manager of the Penn 
Mutual Lie. He later established the firm of 
J. A. Goulden & Son, General Agents, 180 Broad- 
In November, 1892, he was appointed a 
Commissioner of Education in New York by 
Mayor Grant, and he held that position until 
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January 1, 1896. He was elected to Congress on 


the Democratic ticket for several terms and 
was a member of the present legislature. He 
made a storm in Congress in 1906 by remarking 
that his company had to pay $10,000 graft at 
Albany and that the job of State Senator was 
worth from $50,000 to $100,000 a year, most of 
which was paid by the insurance companies. 
He was a member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Soldiers Home at Bath, N. Y. He was sec- 
retary of the Commission which erected the 
Soldiers and Sailors Monument in New York, 
Past Commander of the Winifield 5S. Hancock 
Post No. 259, and was a member of many clubs. 

He is survived by his widow and three chil- 
dren, Maurice, his son, being associated with 


him in the insurance business. 


President Clark on Union Central Decision 

President J. R. Clark, of the Union Central 
Life, of Cincinnati has called attention to the 
recent decision of the Supreme Court of Ohio in 
the suit of James G. Bell, a policyholder, against 
the company, to prevent a wrong impression on 
the part of the policyholders or the public re- 
garding the decision. In a letter to the man 
agers and general agents of the company, he 
said: 

You will recollect that in 1908 this company 
declared a stock dividend of $400,000 from a part 
of its surplus derived from = non-participating 
business. The action of the company was ques 
tioned by a number of Insurance Commission- 
ers from different States, which resulted in a 
suit being brought by the State of Ohio on the 
relation of the Attorney-General to test the 
validity of the dividend. The Commissioners 
gave the case a great deal of attention, experts 
were employed to go over the books, and the 
case was most thoroughly prepared. The action 
of the company, however, was sustained by the 
supreme court. 

The suit brought by James G. Bell raised the 
same questions as in the case brought by the 
State of Ohio. The company filed answer to 
the petition, setting up as a defense that the 
decision of the court in the suit brought by the 
State was res adjudicata. The lower court sus 
tained this contention, but the decision was re 
versed by the circuit court, which decision was 
affirmed by the supreme court by a_— divided 
vote of three to three, the chief justice not par- 
ticipating in the decision. 

You will, therefore, see that all that was de 
cided was the technical question as to whether 
or not the decision of the supreme court in the 
case brought by the State would prevent a 
policyholder from raising the same question 
There was absolutely nothing decided as to the 
merits of the case, and no suggestion or inti 
mation that the supreme court was not entirely 
satisfied with its former decision upholding the 
action of the company. 


Commissioner in Charge of Empire Life 


The affairs of the Empire Life of Atlanta, G; 
have been placed exclusively in the hands of In- 


surance Commissioner William <A. Wright of 
Georgia by an order recently issued by Judge 
W. D. Ellis in the Superior Court. The arrange- 
ment is satisfactory to the plaintiffs, as the 
matter is now taken entirely out of the hands 
of the court and further legal expenses will be 
unnecessary. The court decision holds definitely 
that the company’s legal home office is in Af 
Janta. The Commissioner will straighten out 
the affairs of the company by cither restoring 
the company’s management to its former of- 
ficials or reinsure the business. The interests 
of the policyholders will be protected fully by 


Whatever netion the Commissioner takes. 
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FRATERNAL DAY 


Details of the Last Day of Insurance 
Week at San Francisco 


COMMISSIONER HATHAWAY'S ADDRESS 


Pays Tribute to Fraternalism and Insurance 
Parades and Drills 

Fraternal Day, at San Francisco, on April 
22, resulted in one of the best demonstrations 
of insurance week. The fraternals turned out a 
monster parade in the morning, led by a platoon 
of San Francisco Cavalry. There were in line 
over a hundred decorated automobiles, bearing 
high fraternalists and Exposition — officials. 
Thousands participated in the marching, there 
being 288 societies represented in all. The 
parade started from the Civic Center at 10 A. M. 
and extended over five miles. Many beautiful 
floats were entered. Prizes were distributed for 
the best floats, marching order, drill teams, ete. 
The entire affair was of such a character as to 
impress onlookers with the great numerical 
strenth and solidarity of the fraternal orders. 

The exercises of the day were held at the re- 
Viewing stand near the Fountain of Energy in 
the Exposition Grounds. 

Charles W. Dempster, Supreme Secretary of 
the Fraternal Brotherhood, opened the exercises 
and explained their significance. He then in 
troduced John J. Lentz, president of the Ameri- 
can Insurance Union, as chairman of the day. 

Among the notable speakers were: W. L 
Hathaway, Commissioner of the Exposition for 
the World’s Insurance Congress Events; Mrs. 
Frances KE. Burns, Great Commander of the 
Ladies of the Maccabeos; M. G. O'Malley, mem 
ber of the Supreme Board of Directors of the 
Fraternal Brotherhood, and William Koch, 


Grand Foreman of the American Union. 


COMMISSIONER HATHAWAY ON 
KFRATERNALISM 

Mr. Hathaway, in speaking of the place which 
fraternalism occupies as an insurer, said, in 
part 

It is signally fitting that the closing events of 
insurance week should be celebrated by the fra 
ternal orders of the country. 

Fraternity! The very word itself is redolent 
of the insurance idea-—the insurance spirit 
There may be—there are-—-many classes of insur 
ance; many methods by which men are taught 
the principles of protection, and they all make 


for better manhood and a higher sphere of 


citizenship; they all cement a little more tightly 
the bonds that through insurance form the great 
brotherhood of man 

The Panama-Pacific International Exposition 
has given insurance a place among the arts and 
sciences never before accorded it in such an 
undertaking, and to-day we are not only ae 
knowledging by your presence here in such num 
bers the justice the Exposition has accorded the 
insurance idea, but you are helping to spread the 


gospel of protection; you are, in protecting 
yourself and your loved ones, carrying out the 
sacred injunction, ‘Bear ye one  another’s 


burdens.”” That represents the basic idea of the 
great society of the insured that brings to man 
the peace of mind from duty well done, 
MESSAGE OF INSURANCE 
Insurance by its very force igs making a great 
impress upon the world: we are attempting to 
vive it substance, and in these demonstrations, 
which began on Saturday with the “Nine Years 
After’ celebration, we started on its mighty way 
the message of the spirit of insurance that will 
find its crown in the World’s Insurance Con 
eress in October, through which we hope that 
everyone interested in the insurance idea will 
find common ground on which they can help each 
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other—not to bear but to lessen some of the 
burdens that a well-intending but frequently 
misinformed public often imposes. 

In brief, that great congress which will deal 
with all phases of the insurance subject, and in 
which fraternals have their due recognition, and 
where we hope a large delegation of the most 
prominent men and women of the nation asso- 
ciated with your societies will be seated—that 
congress will be the avenue through which we 
will invite the searchlight of public understand- 
ing of the real social service performed by the 
insurance idea—not by any particular branch of 
insurance nor any particular way of conducting 
it. That is the concern of each individual com- 
pany, society or other unit under which people 
seck various forms of protection; and it is not 
the purpose of the meetings held under these 
Exposition auspices to exploit any of those frac- 
tional ideas which are legitimate matters for 
competition between men in the busy activities 
of life. It is rather our purpose to give all of 
those interested in the subject of insurance 
from its broadest conception an opportunity to 
educate the public mind regarding the part that 
insurance plays in the entire social scheme of 
things. 

ORILLS AND PRIZE AWARDS 

After the speaking the afternoon was given 
over to competitive drills, ete. In the evening 
a grand reception and ball, at which the su- 
preme officers of the various lodges were the 
guests of honor, was held in the California 
building. Fraternal Day as a whole was a mon- 
umental suecess. The parade was brilliant and 
attractive, and, at the same time, of such a 
character as to convey a dignified understand- 
ing of the system in whose honor the celebra- 
tion was held. The exercises in the afternoon 
were likewise successful—the speakers were able 
ones, and treated their subjects masterfully be- 
fore a large and attentive audience. 

This event was the coneluding one of insur- 
ance week and terminated in fitting style a 
series of events such as were perhaps never be- 
fore held, wherein the institution of insurance 
received so substantial a measure of publie ree- 
ognition and appreciation. One other conven 
tion had been planned -that of the California 
State Association of Local Fire Insurance 
Agents; but that was postponed until October, 
to be held concurrently with the World’s Insur- 


ance Congress. 


New York Agents Win Contest 


viven recently by the Phila- 


A dinner wi 
delphia agency of the Fidelity Mutual Life of 
Philadelphia to the New York agency as the re- 
sult of a three months’ contest for business be- 


tween the agencies New York won the contest 
and was awarded a silver cup, the gift of 
Vice-President i. X. Quinn. The dinner 
Wa held at the Bellevue-Stratford hotel 


in Philadelphia. Addresses were made by 
President Talbot; Vice-President Quinn (pre- 
enting cup); Manager KF. A. Wallis, New York; 
Frank H. Sykes, publicity manager of the com- 
pany; John I. Mahoney, professor of English 
Literature, Philadelphia High School; Paul 
‘lexander, Supervisor; George W. Meacham 
New York: Saul Alexandre, New York; Albert 
L.. Gould, New York, and William C. Walker, 
Atlantic City, N. J. 


Officers Chosen for Reliable Life 

The Reliable Life of New Orleans, which is 
in process of organization, has elected the fol- 
lowing officers: President, Louis Huff; first 
vice-president, M. N. Bradburn; second vice 
president, J. H. Sehluter; third vice-president, 
John Ellerman; secretary and actuary, John 
Kumpfert; treasurer, William Pfaff; medical 
directors, Drs. M. P. Voebinger and D. A. Lines. 








Life Insurance 
COMPULSORY INVESTMENT 
Illinois Has Bill Requiring 70 Per Cent 


of Gross Premiums to be Invested 
in the State 





EXCEEDS REQUIREMENTS OF TEXAS 


Bad Features of the Bill Would Drive Companies 
Out—Fraternals Exempted—Penalties for 
Violation 

A bill has been introduced into the Illinois 
Legislature by Representative Scanlan, provid- 
ing for the compulsory investment of seventy 
per cent of the gross premiums on business in 
the State of Illinois in Illinois securities, instead 
of a percentage of the reserves on such business. 
There is a difference of opinion ag to the mean- 
ing of the bill and strong opposition to it will be 
made, probably resulting in the amendment of 
the present bill or its defeat. 

It is said that, if the section requiring that 
the companies invest and keep invested in Illi- 
nois securities and Illinois real estate, as pro- 
vided in the bill, not less than seventy per cent 
of their gross premium income on all business 
in the State of Illinois means that the com- 
panies shall invest seventy per cent of their 
annual premium jncome, the result will be the 
same as in the case of the Robertson Law in 
Texas, the companies being forced to leave the 
State. This is the opinion generally held. Sec- 
tion 2 defines Illinois securities and Illinois real 


estate. 


REPORTS REQUIRED ANNUALLY 


Other sections provide: 

That every company engaged in transacting 
the business of life insurance in the State of Illi- 
nois shall not later than January 31, 1915, and 
not later than January 381 of each succeeding 
year, file with the Insurance Superintendent of 
the State of Illinois, on a blank prepared and 
furnished by him for that purpose, a_ report 
showing the gross amount of its premium in- 
come from policies issued on the lives of resi- 
dents of this State for the year ending December 
31, 1915, and for each succeeding year, and shall 
also on a blank prepared and furnished by the 
Insurance Superintendent for that purpose, file 
a report showing an itemized schedule of its in- 
vestments in Illinois securities, which report 
shall be sworn to by either the president or a 
vice-president and the seeretary of such com- 
pany. Such reports shall contain such other in- 
formation as may be required by the Insurance 
Superintendent to determine whether or not such 
company has continuously and in good faith 
complied with this act, and for that purpose the 
Insurance Superintendent may, whenever’ he 
shall deem it proper, require such special or 
supplemental reports as he may deem necessary. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S AUTHORITY 


If any company engaged in transacting the 
business of life insurance in the State of IIli- 
nois, fails, neglects or refuses to make the re- 
ports required by this act, to the Insurance Su- 
perintendent, within the time specified, or 
within thirty days after a written notice of such 
default is mailed by the Insurance Superin- 
tendent to any such company addressed to its 
office in the State of Illinois, if such company 
maintains an office in this State, or to its princi- 
pal business office outside the State of Tllinois, 
if any such company does not maintain an of- 
fice in this State, and if such company fails, ne- 
glects or refuses to make the investments in Illi- 
nois securities as provided by this act, then in 
either of such cases it shall be the duty of the 
Insurance Superintendent to issue an order pro- 
hibiting such company or companies from writ- 
ing new insurance within the State of Illinois, 
until such time as any such company shall have 
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fully and completely complied with the require- 
ments of this act, and in addition if any such 
company fails, neglects or refuses to comply 
with the terms of this act it shall pay into the 
Treasury of the State of Illinois the sum of 
$25 for each and every day that any such com- 
pany shall be and continue in default, and said 
penalty shall be fully paid into the said treasury 
before the Insurance Superintendent shall per- 
mit any such company to write new business in 
this State. The above-named penalties may 
also be recovered by suit to be brought by the 
Attorney-General in behalf of the People of the 
State of Illinois, in the circuit court of any 
county in this State. In any suit that may be 
brought to recover such penalty or penalties 
there shall be a prima facie presumption sub- 
ject to rebuttal that any default that may have 
been made on the part of any such company was 
intentional, and that the notice required by this 
act to be given was given, and the burden of 
proof shall be on the defendant company to 
prove that the reports required by this act were 
properly filed, or that the investments required 
by this act were made as required by this act. 

The provisions of this act shall not be held to 
apply to fraternal beneficiary societies. 


Alfred Hlenselt Cons oe Prudential 


Alfred Hurrell, attorney of the Association of 
Life Insurance Presidents since February, 1911, 
has resigned from that office to become associ- 
ate general solicitor of the Prudential Insurance 
Company of Newark, N. J. In an announcement 
made to the members of the association on 
Monday, the 3d instant, General Counsel Rob- 
ert Lynn Cox said: 

I know I express what must be in the mind of 
every member of this association in saying that 
while we are very sorry to have Mr. Hurrell 
go, our best wishes accompany him for con- 
tinued success and happiness in his new field 
of labor. I am sure we all feel, too, that it is 
fortunate that the institution of life insurance 
is not to lose the benefit of his efficient services. 

Mr. Hurrell is a native of Canada, but spent 
most of his early career in Buffalo, N. Y., where 
he was admitted to the bar. When Wm. H. 
Hotchkiss was appointed Superintendent of In- 
surance for New York he appointed Mr. Hur- 
rell as counsel for the Department, where he 
made a fine record. He is a man of unques- 
tioned ability and richly merits the promotion 
which has come to him at the hands of so prom- 
inent a company as the Prudential.’ 


National Fraternal Congress Table of 
Mortality 


The tables based upon the National Fraternal 
Congress Table of Mortality and various rates of 
interest, together with combined disability and 
mortality tables based upon the American Ex- 
perience and National Fraternal Congress Ta- 
bles of Mortality, make a valuable book for the 
guidance of actuaries and others. Abb Landis 
and George Dyre Eldridge are the authors and 
compilers of this comprehensive work. 

In addition to introductory notes by both Mr. 
Landis and Mr. Eldridge, and a History of the 
National Fraternal Congress Table of Mortality, 
the book contains 174 pages of tabulations based 
upon the National Fraternal Congress Table of 
Mortality, 32 pages of combined mortality and 
disability tables, and tables based thereon, and 
13 pages of Makehamized National Fraternal 
Congress table and tables based thereon. There 
are also tables of annuities, single premiums 
and annual premiums on two lives equal ages 
and of original probability of dying and number 
of living compared with present table. 

These tables are clearly printed in legible 
type and make a book of 262 pages, the whole 
being substantially bound. 
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The price of this book is $25 per copy, and 
orders for it should be placed with The Specta- 
tor Company, 135 William street, New York. 


Ohio Qualifications Law Favored 

In the course of its endeavors “to advance the 
best interests of the cause of true life insur- 
ance,” the Life Underwriters Association of Co- 
lumbus has recently taken action along two 
lines, both of which will be of interest to all 
life insurance men in the city. The secretary of 
the association has been instructed to send a 
notification thereof to every life insurance man, 
whether a member of the association or not. 

The association has passed the following reso- 
lution: ‘‘No remuneration shall be paid to any 
person or persons for procuring or helping to 
procure applications for life insurance, except 
The practice of em- 
is, it is felt, 
demoralizing to the business of life insurance. 


to duly authorized agents.”’ 


’ 


ploying “pluggers” and ‘helpers’ 


The association expects to arrange for ser- 
mons on the topic of life insurance by pastors 
of churches, the object being to increase still 
further the public interest and information re- 
garding life insurance. 

It is hoped that the agents will take advan- 
tage of these opportunities for publicity of our 
business to the fullest extent, and that a large 
number may be present on these occasions. 


Texas Medical Association Programme 


The State Medical Association of Texas met at 
Kort Worth May 4 to 6. Dr. W. M. Brumby, of 
the Amicable of Waco, is president of the Texas 
Medical Directors Association, and arranged a 
special programme for Wednesday on medical 
life insurance, as follows: Chairman's address, 


” 


“Respiratory Symptoms in Heart Disease,” by 
J. S. Lankford, San Antonio; “The Kidney Prob- 
lem in Life Insurance and Medicine,”’ by Luther 
Sexton, New Orleans; ‘‘The Obligation of the 
Medical Examiner,’ by Henry W. Cook, Minne- 
apolis; ‘‘Life Insurance as a Specialty,’ by Irv- 
ing McNeil, El Paso; ‘‘The Relationship of the 
Local Examiner and the Agent,” by P. H. Scar- 
dino, Houston; “Co-Operation Between the Lo 
cal Examiner and the Medical Director,’ by B. 
L. Jenkins; ‘The Medical Examiner and the 
Medical Director,” by M. B. Grace, Seguin; 
“Demonstration of the Auscultatory Method in 
Blood Pressure,” by C. C. Cody, Houston, and 
“The Recognition of Early Symptoms of Ner- 
vous Diseases in Life Insurance Work,” by John 
S. Turner, Dallas. 


World’s Congress Protests to Agents 

The World’s Insurance Congress, to be held at 
San Francisco in October, has protested against 
the selection of the same date by the National 
Association of Insurance Agents for its annual 
meeting at Indianapolis, October 6 to 8. The 
latter association has been notified that the 
World’s Insurance Congress has advertised its 
dates for three years, and a number of promi- 
nent agents were expecting to attend. 


Darwin P. Kingsley, president of the New York 
Life, was elected president of the Safety First Fed 
eration of America at its annual meeting this weck. 
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EXTENDS INVESTMENT PRIVILEGE 
New York Life Incorporates Option in All 


Policies 

As most of the beneficiaries of life insurance 
policies are women, it is not surprising that 
they are not, at the death of their husbands, 
in a proper frame of mind for some time to con- 
sider the careful investment of what is probably 
more money than they have ever had at any one 
time before. As a result of this the widow is 
frequently wasteful in her expenditures and 
often unwise in her investment. Persons with 
insurance money are too frequently the prey to 
swindling promoters, who for many years have 
taken from the American public large sums 
annually aggregating millions. 

The average policy is paid in cash in a lump 
sum. In order to protect its policyholders 
against this kind of loss, the New York Life 
began some time ago inserting the following 
clause in its policies: 

Option 1.—The proceeds of the policy, or any 
part thereof, may be left with the company sub- 
ject to withdrawal in whole or in part at any 
time on demand in sums of not less than $100. 
"he company shall pay interest on the proceeds 
so left with it at such rate as it may each year 
declare on such funds, at a rate, however, never 
less than three per centum per annum and 
credited annually. 

The company has found that the option has 
been of such practical value that it has decided 
to extend its privileges to beneficiaries under 
all policies, old as well as new, on the condi- 
tion that the proceeds of the policy are payable 
in one sum, and that there are no complications 
as to ownership. To make sure that every bene- 
ficiary may be advised of the new plan, the com- 
pany has added a new question to its “proof of 
death,’ which is the claimant’s statement, and 
is as follows: 

15 (a): Do you wish to leave your insurance 
money or any part of it with the company at in- 
terest in accordance with its plan for that pur- 
pose? 

(b): If so, what part of it? 

The company has issued account books for the 
beneficiaries, who will be supplied with wallets 
resembling check wallets, in which will be at 
least $100 in checks similar to travelers’, each 


for twenty dollars. 


Texas Legislature in Special Session 

Governor Ferguson of Texas has called a spe- 
cial session of the legislature, chiefly for the 
consideration of the repeal of the Robertson in- 
vestment law on the condition that the com- 
panies which withdrew from the State on ac- 
count of the law will invest at least $35,000,000 
in Texas securities and litigate their liability as 
to the gross premium tax during their absence, 
Which aggregates about $1,000,000. There is a 
great deal of feeling at the capital of the Lone 
Star State, and both friends and foes of the pro- 
posed repeal of the existing law are there in 
1 favor of 


strong numbers. The Governor is i 
the return of the companies, as he contends it 


Will mean a great financial help to the State. 


Must Incorporate Application in Policy 
The Tennessee Supreme Court has definitely 
decided the question of the necessity of having 
the application made part of the policy contract, 
and in a suit appealed from Williamson county, 
by Mrs. Laura Gillespie, it held that the com- 
pany could not rely upon any defense in regard 
to statements made by the deceased in regard to 
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his condition of health, when the same was not 
included in and made a part of the policy. Gil- 
lespie, a prominent citizen of Franklin, Tenn., 
insured for $5000 in the Volunteer State Life of 
Chattanooga, and the claim was contested by 
the company on account of alleged false state- 
ments regarding the health of the assured. The 
suit was won by the wife in the trial court and, 
upon being appealed by the company, the Appel- 
late Court held that the company could not pre- 
sent proof of the application when this was made 
a part of the policy contract. The court affirmed 
the judgment, giving the wife the amount of 
insurance under the policy. 


Great Southern Life (Tex.) Men Meet 


The first of a series of meetings of officers, 





agents and home office employees of the Great 
Southern Life Insurance Company of Houston 
was held in the Board Room of the company on 
Friday, April 30. The purpose of the meetings 
is to give to the clerical or ‘inside’? employees 
something of the outside or agency viewpoint 
of life insurance, and at the same time to give 
the agency men an insight into the methods and 
views of the home office. This first meeting was 
attended by about sixty persons. The leader 
was C. W. Nelson, agency supervisor of the 
Great Southern, also president of the South 
Texas Life Underwriters Association. The topic 
was “Agency Work.’’ President Carlton was 
present and gave a short but interesting talk. 
The “Question Box’? gave an opportunity for 
everyone present to participate in the discus- 
sion. It was the unanimous vote of those 
present that the first meeting was a success, and 
that they desired to continue such meetings from 


month to month. 


Standard Life of Georgia Takes Over Negro 


National 

The Negro National Life of Arkansas, which 
was organized in February, 1913, has merged 
with the Standard Life of Georgia. Something 
over $30,000 of stock had been placed for the 
Negro National, but the secretary could not 
make collections after the first payment. Dr. 
sSarrabin and F. I). Morris were the chief pro- 
moters. The Standard agrees to allow the 
stockholders of the Negro National stock to the 
amount of $20,009, to be sold to any one inter- 
ested in that project, at $200 a share. When 
100 shares have been sold, the Standard will 
pay back the Negro National $4250, which will 
be used in refunding to all subscribers who 
do not want stock in the Standard Life. 


Officers of the Liberal Life 

At the recent annual meeting of the Liberal 
Life of Anderson, Ind., Austin W. Retherford 
was re-elected president. The other officers 
were chosen as follows: Horace W. Evans, first 
vice-president; Arthur A. Jones, second vice- 
president and counsel; James Barron, secretary, 
and Ernest M. Oswalt, treasurer. The directors 
are the officers and the following: Hartley L. 
Replogle, Charles W. Vail, Cecil E. Bryan, all 
of Chicago; James J. Davis, Pittsburg; Rodney 
H. Brandon, Anderson, 





Pennsylvania Premium Tax Decision 
Judge McCarrell of Pennsylvania has decided 
in the tax case appealed by the Penn Mutual of 
Philadelphia to the Dauphin County Court that 
life insurance companies are exempt from the 
tax on that part of the premiums which may be 
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withheld by the policyholders as their share of 
the dividends. About $50,000 in back tax claims 
for several years in which the gross premiums 
were subject to the eight mill levy is affected 
by the decision. 





Company Tidings 
The Southland Life of Dallas, Tex., has decreased 
its capital from $400,000 to $300,000. e 
The Great Republic Life of Los Angeles has 
entered Arkansas. No State agent has yet been ap- 
pointed. 


The Western Union Life of Spokane has entered 
Wyoming and thus added a fifth State to its field 
of operations. General Manager W. M. McConnell 
recently returned from an extended trip through the 
State appointing agents. 

The Missouri State Life of St. Louis reports that 
March was the third largest month in the history of 
the company, new business for that month being 
$5,596,726. June and July, 1914, were the two largest 
months. A mark of $40,000,000 for the current year 
has been set. 

The Montana Life has entered the State of Wash- 
ington and a tour of the State is being made by 
General Manager Harry R. Cunningham, formerly 
Insurance Commissioner of Montana. TH. W. New- 
ton, of the Guernsey-Newton Company of Spokane, 
has been appointed general agent for Eastern Wash- 
ington, 


Life Notes 


J. Levering Jones has been elected a trustee of 
the Mutual Life of New York to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of William J. Iensel. 

The Puritan Life and Annuity of Columbus, Ohio, 
is now im process of organization as a non-partici 
pating, legal reserve life insurance company. 

The Arkansas State Mutual Life of Siloam Springs 
has been incorporated. The incorporators are L. P. 
Kemper, W. Hf. Stahl, Chris Real, Connelley Ilar- 
rington, Thomas Williams, ©. P. Maxwell and A. L. 
Smith. 

The million-a-month agency of the Mutual Life of 
New York in Chicago paid for over $1,100,000 new 
business for April. Forty-one agents qualified as dele- 
gates to the Field Club meeting to be held in San 
Francisco in August. ‘The combined production of the 
forty-one delegates for the year ending April 30° was, 
approximately, $8,000,000, 

ma toll, Jr., has been appointed Texas man 
ager for the Volunteer Life of Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Ilis territory is the whole of Texas, with the excep- 
tion of the Hlouston and San Antonio districts. Boll 
has been in the automobile business in Dallas for the 
last two years, but is an old insurance man. He for- 
merly represented the Citizens Life and then became 
vice-president of the Inter-Southern Life. 

President Hamilton, of the Federal Life of Chi- 
cago, announces the promotion of Russell Fortune 
to have charge of the company’s life department 
operations conducted from the Indianapolis office, im 
place of C. W. Bone, resigned. Mr. Fortune’s title 
of inspector, under which he has been operating so 
successfully for the company, will be continued, but 
his duties and the importance thereof will be  in- 


creased materially by this promotion. 


INDUSTRIAL 


Life and Casualty of Tennessee Advances 

The Life and Casualty of Tennessee of Nash- 
ville has shown a substantial gain in premium 
income for the first few months in the cities in 
the cotton belt over the corresponding period of 
last year. A. M. Burton, president of the com- 
pany, has sent a letter to the field force, in 
which he includes a diagram called ‘“‘Thé Wheel 
of Success,” of which ‘Success on Debit” is the 
hub and “Efficiency, Study, System, Loyalty, 








Casualty, Surety, Etc. 


Conserving, Saving Lapses, Reviving, Remit- 
tance Canvassing, Neatness, Tact, Perseverance, 
Firmness and In- 


Collecting, Persuasion, 


sistence,”” make up the sixteen spokes. 


John Hancock Mutual Changes 
The following superintendency changes have 
been announced by the John Hancock Mutual of 
Boston: William Shaw, formerly in the Taun- 
ton district, now at Philadelphia I; Niels M. Ol- 
Philadel- 
phia If, succeeding Joseph A. Walsh; Frederick 


sen, of the Salem district, now at 


G. Woodworth, superintendent in the Lowell dis- 
trict, now at Philadelphia II]; Nathan Elzholz, 
assistant at Cambridge, promoted to superin- 
tendent at Salem; George H. Spillane, assistant 
superintendent at Boston, promoted to superin- 
tendent at Lowell. George H. Lokes has been 
appointed superintendent at Pittsburg T district, 
succeeding Robert B. Curtis, who is now super- 
intendent of the Staten Island district; M. L. 
May, appointed superintendent at Pittsburg IT; 
George H. Kirk, appointed superintendent at the 
Taunton agency; M. B. Cummins, assistant su- 
perintendent at Chicago Il district, has been 
promoted to superintendent to sueceed the late 


Charles J. Hogan. 


Prudential Has New District 

The Prudential of Newark has announced that 
William H. Moody, formerly superintendent of 
Boston No. 1 district, is now Salem superinten- 
dent. Emanuel A. Doan has been promoted from 
assistant superintendent at Buffalo, No, 1 district, 
to superintendent at Bridgeport, Conn. A new 
district has been added to Boston, to be known 
as Boston No. 8 district, and is in charge of Su- 
Foye, transferred from 
Moffitt, superintendent 


perintendent Richard F. 
Portland, Me. John A. 
of the Waterbury, Conn., 
charge of the Portland district, where he had 


district, will take 
charge several years ago. J. Conrad Scheider 
has been promoted from assistant in the Au- 
burn, N. Y., distriet to superintendent at Water- 
bury, to succeed Mr. Moffitt. R. H. Kocher has 
been promoted from assistant in the Shamokin, 
Pa., district to superintendent in the same ter- 


ritory. 


Public Savings Men Meet 


An enthusiastic meeting of the employees and 
agents of the Publie Savings Insurance Company 
of Indianapolis was recently held at the home 
office. The convention lasted two days, during 
which an excellent programme was carried out, 
as well as a good deal of instruction in the 
division meetings. The meeting closed with a 
banquet at which Dr. M. GC. Leeth, medical 
director of the company, presided as_ toast- 
master. The following made speeches: Charles 
W. Foly, secretary; Supervisors Leo Head and 
W. Scott Deming, Dr. Carl G. Winters and B. F. 
Miller, directors, and President H. Thomas 


Head. 


Industrial Notes 

The Public Savings of Indianapolis has increased 
the benefits on its adult whole-life industrial policy. 

The following agents have been promoted to the 
position of superintendent of Public Savings of In- 
dianapolis: J. R. Macy, Peru; H. Drake, Lafayette; 
C. W. Harp, Indianapolis 2; M. W. Irwin, Brazil. 

J. M. Bosch has heen promoted to the superin- 
tendency at Dover, N. IIL, for the Prudential of 
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Newark. 


t Bangor, Maine, 


Frederick L.. Fair is the new superintendent 
where he has been agency or 
panizer. 

J. WW. Zook, district superintendent for the Metro 
politan Life at Topeka, Kan., has been transferred to 
the Kansas City office. He will be succeeded at 
Topeka by J. J. Collins, who has been general deputy 
superintendent, with headquarters at Knoxville, Tenn. 

The following appointments have been announced 
by the Colonial Life of Jersey City: N; DS. Goodale, 

sistant manager, Reading; S. Oliver Moog, assist- 
ant manager, West Philadelphia; <A. J. 
Orange; E. Hf. Kesting, trans 
ferred from West Philadelphia to Norristown; H. W. 
Holland, assistant manager, Hoboken; C. J. Ker, 


Schram, 


assistant manager, 


istant manager, Easton; I. Walmach, assistant man 
ager, Jersey City; ©. Telfer, assistant manager, Mor 
Beaham, transferred to West Philadelphia 
as assistant manager. 


ristown; FF, 


CASUALTY, SURETY & 
MISCELLANEOUS 


BURGLARY UNDERWRITERS MEET 


National Surety Withdraws Resignation 
New Members and Officers Elected 


The Burglary Insurance Underwriters Associ- 
ation held its annual meeting in New York on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. The first 
day's meeting was devoted to routine business 
National 
Surety, which had resigned from the association, 


and the ‘election of — officers. The 
withdrew its resignation. The Travelers Indem- 
nity of Hartford and the Guardian Guarantee 
and Casualty of Salt Lake City were elected to 
membership. A resolution was adopted creating 
a governing committee to have executive con- 
trol during the interval between meetings of the 
association and to decide appeals from the de- 
cisions of sub-committees and officials of the 
association. 
NEW OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

The following officers were elected for the en- 
President, William J. Gardner, 
United States manager of the Ocean Accident 


suing year: 


and Guarantee Corporation; first vice-president, 
R. W. Myers, secretary of the A®tna Accident 
and Liability Company; second vice-president, 
A. R. Randall of the Great) Eastern Casualty 
Company; treasurer, E. G. Bogart, superinten- 
dent of the burglary department of the Globe 
Indemnity Company; secretary, Samuel B. 
Brewster, 

The members of the governing and bureau 
committees were elected as follows: Governing 
Committee —R. J. Hillas, chairman; William B. 
Joyce, Norman R. Moray, William F. Moore, Ed- 
win W. DeLeon, Corwin McDowell and John T. 
Stone. Bureau Committee—E. B. Anderson of 
the Royal Indemnity, chairman; J. H. Kenny of 
the National Surety, and Hal Cluff of the New 
Amsterdam Casualty. 

All other committees will remain the same as 
last year. 


Casualty Agent Wins License Case 

The Oklahoma Supreme Court has denied a 
rehearing in the case of Insurance Commissioner 
A. L. Welch of Oklahoma against the Maryland 
Casualty Company, involving the Commission- 
er’s power to refuse or revoke agents’ licenses 
arbitrarily. KF. A. Skipwith, State agent for the 
Maryland Casualty Company, was denied re- 


236 


Thursday 


newal of his license, and the company brought 
mandamus proceedings, winning in trial and ap- 
pellate courts. In the decision to which the 
court now adheres, it was held that there were 
unconstitutional features in the State statutes 
conferring arbitrary power on the Commis. 
sioner. <An effort to re-enact the statute in 4 
constitutional form, failed at the recent ses. 
sion of the Oklahoma Legislature. The legisla- 
ture instead conferred full control over issuance 
of licenses upon the newly created State Insur- 
ance Board. The Insurance Commissioner jg 
one of three members of this board, but is with- 
out authority to act upon a license in his indi- 
vidual capacity. 


To Liquidate Coal Operators Mutual 


Judge Creighton in the circuit court in Ihli- 
nois has appointed Glenn W. Traer, former pres- 
ident of the company, receiver of the Coal Oper- 
ators Mutual Liability of Chicago. A voluntary 
petition in bankruptcy has been granted by the 
court and the company’s assets will be liqui- 
The difficulties with the 
company arose from the non-payment of assess- 


dated by the receiver. 


ments due as the result of heavy losses. There 
was some complication as to the law governing 
mutual casualty companies in Tlinois and in 
the by-laws of the company, and some members 
refused to pay the assessments. The court held 
that the assessments were legal, but that they 
were subject to contest and appeal, which would 
mean that the collection of them would require 
an unreasonable length of time. The company 
has assets of about $120,000 and liabilities of 
$100,000. Most of the assets are composed of the 


contingent liabilities of the members. 


National Fidelity and Casualty in Trouble 


Suit has been brought in the Nebraska courts 
by Attorney General Reed of Nebraska to dis- 
solve the National Fidelity and Casualty of 
Omaha. The charge in the suit is that the com- 
pany’s capital is impaired to the extent of $99,- 
344, and that the company has failed to make 
the impairment good. Judge Redick in the dis- 
trict court signed an order requiring the com- 
pany to show cause why the requests of the 
petition should not be granted. 

President Armstrong says that the company is 
solvent and is prepared to make a vigorous fight 
against the proceedings of the Attorney-Gen 
eral. The company was organized in 1907, with 
an authorized capital stock of $250,000, and was 
licensed to issue several kinds of policies, in- 
cluding accident, health, piate glass, liability, 
The paid-up 
capital prior to November 30 last was $201,459. 


surety bonds, storm and burglary. 


Claims Arising from Results of Personal 
Injury 


Dr. William E. Magruder of Baltimore, M4., 
one of the most influential members of the 
Southern Medical Associations, is the author of 
another valuable book under the title of ‘‘Claims 
Arising from Results of Personal Injury.” The 
book is designed to be of special use for casu- 
alty companies, particularly for its exploitation 
of the diseases that are caused by or are apt 
to follow personal injuries, starting with pneu- 
monia and ending with malignant growths. It 
is very concise and practical, and will also prove 
of great assistance to physicians who have much 
to do with claims for damages caused by acci- 
dents or violence.—Views. 

This work is published by The Spectator Com- 
pany. Price, $2.50 
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STATE COMPENSATION 


Companies Competing with Oregon 
State Fund in Some Classes 


NEW FORM OF POLICY USED 


Covers Liability and Compensation—Rates 
Charged by Fund 

The State of Oregon has been opened to com- 
pensation underwriting by stock casualty com- 
panies through the use of a form of policy cov- 
ering both compensation and liability. The 
companies offer the same benefits to the work- 
men as required by the State Fund and in many 
cases Offer lower rates to the employer than 
the State Fund, 

Heretofore the companies have been excluded 
from Competition with the State Fund on ac- 
count of the statutory ruling that an employee 
could sue his employer who held a policy in an 
insurance COmMpany for more than the prescribed 
benefit, in spite of the fact that the benefit was 
the same as that offered by the State ind. 
When an employer elects the State Fund, both 
the employer and the employee are bound by 
the scale of benefits prescribed in the act and 
the employee has no recourse to the courts to 
recover more than is allowed by the act. 

STATE RATES READJUSTED 

The rates of the State Fund were readjusted 
at the last session of the legislature, as it was 
found that there were many discrepancies in 
Some rates were advanced and 
It was said that the State 


the old scale. 
others were reduced. 
rates are lower on some of the more hazardous 
employments than the stock companies and that 
the result will be that the companies will take 
all the business on which the rates are lower 
than those of the State Fund and the State will 
have to cover the risks, on which it will lose 
money, 


Illinois Indemnity Exchange Examination 
The report of the examination of the Illinois 
Indemnity Exchange has been made public by 
the Insurance Departments of Wisconsin and 
Illinois, which conducted the examination 
jointly. 

The report includes a series of examinations 
from the time of its organization down to Sep- 
tember 30, 1914. 


brought down to December 31, 1914, and a gup- 


Later the examination was 


plementary report filed showing the financial 
condition of the Exchange on that date to be 
as follows: 

Ledger assets of previous year, $64,744; total 
income, $253,873; sum of the two, $318,617; total 
disbursements, $137,862; balance and ledger as- 
sets, $180,755; add accrued interest, $111; deduct 
premiums, ninety days past due, $7286; admitted 
assets, $173,571; special loss reserve, $64,461; 
unearned premium reserve, $69,260; surplus, $12,- 
189; total liabilities, $173,571. 

This Exchange has had a rapid growth, having 
at the present time in the neighborhood of 1000 
separate subscribers. While its principal oper- 
ations are in the States of Illinois and Wiscon- 
sin, it also has policies in force in many of the 
surrounding States. 

The attorneys in fact are Sherman & Ellis, who 
“xchange, 


also operate the Inter-Insurers 


Kansas Employers Inter-Insurance Exchange 
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and the Texas Indemnity Exchange. In addition 
to those at Chicago and Kansas City, offices are 
maintained at Springfield, Ill, Fort Worth, Tex., 
and Milwaukee, Wis. 


North American Has New “Survivorship” 
Policy 


The North American Accident is now issuing 
a special $30 accident policy, paying $25 a week 
indemnity with principal sums of $7500 and $15,- 
000. The company agrees to set aside in a trust 
fund one dollar from each annual premium to be 
compounded annually at three per cent, to be di- 
vided among the persistent holders of these poli- 
cies, Which have been kept in force during a pre- 
scribed period of five years. The result of this 
plan is the prevention of lapses. The company 
also purposes to apply this tontine plan to 
monthly premium policies. 


Live Stock Mutual Must Have 50 Per Cent 
Reserve 


A recent examination of the Topeka Mutual 
Live Stock of Topeka, Kan., showed that it had 
$65,000 liabilities and no available assets. In 
consequence, the Kansas Insurance Department 
has ruled mutual live stock insurance com- 
panies must accumulate and maintain a_ pre- 
mium reserve of at least fifty per cent. To make 
it easy for them it permits them to set aside at 
least ten per cent each month until the required 
amount has been attained. 


The Adjuster’s Manual 


This is the second edition of this splendid 
publication and has been thoroughly revised 
With many new and important features added.— 
Western Insurance Review. 


The first edition met with such a warm wel- 
come from all classes for whom it was designed 
that it was deemed necessary to publish a sec- 
ond edition. It contains many new and import- 
ant features.-Fraternal Monitor. 


The author has formulated and classified un- 
der appropriate heads all conditions that can be 
made in dealing with this class of business. 
Technical terms have not been used in discus- 
sing medical subjects; the book, therefore, 
is easily comprehended by all.—Commercial 
Lawyer; Quarterly. 

Those charged with the settlement of accident 
and health insurance claims will find an intelli- 
gent helper in The Adjuster’s Manual, prepared 
by ©. H. Harbaugh, M. D., of Philadelphia, and 
published by The Spectator Company of New 
York. Dr. Harbaugh is an expert examiner and 
adjuster of long experience ia the insurance 
business, and his statements and recommenda- 
tions are all thoroughly reliable and practical. 

Eastern Underwriter. 

This is a hand-book intended to be of value to 
claim adjusters in assisting them to settle fairly 
accident and health claims. It describes the 
origin of disability in all kinds of disease and 
accident cases and estimates the normal dura- 
tion of house confinement and the length of to- 
tal and partial disability that experience has 
shown should exist. It is the second edition of 
a volume which at the time it was originally 
published was a pioneer in its field. For the 
present edition the book has been entirely re- 
written and reset, and materially enlarged. 
Many new descriptive articles have been added, 
every article in the section on diseases has had 
added to it a new paragraph, new cables have 
been inserted, and many medical terms used in 
the accident and health insurance business have 
been briefly explained.—Railway Review. 

A second edition of The Adjuster’s Manual, 
by C. H. Harbaugh, M. D., the well-known au- 
thority on the subject, has just been issued for 
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the use of insurance, railroad and transporta- 
tion companies, adjusters and agents. Techni- 
cal terms have not been used in discussing medi- 
cal subjects; the book, therefore, is easily com- 
prehended by all. 

For this second edition each article has been 
entirely rewritten and enlarged, while new fea- 
tures have been added, embracing the following 
subjects: Palmar abscess; ischio-rectal ab- 
scess; abscess of the inguinal glands; sprains 
of the sacroiliac joint; ulcer of the eye; chicken 
pox; mumps; whooping cough; abrasions of the 
scalp, neck, chest, abdomen, back, shoulder or 
arm, elbow or forearm, hip or thigh, foot or 
toe; contusions of the neck, shoulder or arm, 
elbow or forearm, knee joint; fracture of the 
pelvis, knee cap; concussion of the brain; ab- 
rasions and contusions of eyelids; incisions and 
lacerations of eyelids; punctured wounds of eye- 
lids; burns and sealds of eyelids; injury to the 
external ear; pericarditis; duodenal ulcer; 
pltomaine poisoning; cholecystitis; eezema; urti- 
caria; varicose ulcer; abscess of the middle ear; 
ascites; cataract of the eye; iritis; mastoiditis; 
measles; retinitus; stomatitis. Price, single 
copies in flexible leather binding, postpaid, $2.50. 
Published by The Spectator Company.—Insur- 
ance Monitor. 

Send orders to The Spectator Company, pub- 
lishers. Price, $2.50 per copy. 


Casualty Notes 
The New Amsterdam Casualty of New York has 
received authority to write fidelity and surety bonds 


n addition to its other lines in Massachusetts. 


The Badger Casualty of Green Bay, Wis., has 
adopted a resolution to inerease the capital by $50,000, 
thereby giving the company a_ paid-up capital of 
$150,000. 


Charles S. Ray, a former railroad man, has been 
clected secretary of the Plate Glass Exchange of 
Chicago. The plan preseribed that the secretary 
hould not be a plate glass man. 

The affairs of the Federal Life and Casualty of 
Nashville, ‘Tenn., have been placed in the hands of 
Robert Vaughn, who has been instructed to liquidate 
the company’s assets and wind up the business. 

‘The National Life 


monthly payment and health and accident business of 


f Chicago has reinsured the 


the American Casualty of Tacoma. The American will 


continue to write railroad instalment business only. 


The bill which was introduced in the Ohio Legis- 
lature to require surety companies bonding State de 
positories to have $50,000 on deposit with the State has 
died a peaceful and not unexpected death in com 
mittee. 


Under the tithe The Ancient Ox and Workmens 
Compensation, the United States branch of the Ocean 
Accident and Guarantee Corporation has issued an in- 
tructive pamphlet on the present condition and future 


prospects of workmen’s compensation Jaws. 


The directors of the new Builders Limited Mutual 
Liability met at Madison, Wis., recently and = con- 
sidered plans relating to rates and policies. As a re- 
sult of the meeting a form of policy and rates were 
adopted and constitution and by-laws adopted. 

The Business Mens Accident Association of Kan- 
sas City received 7372 applications for the first quarter 
of this year, showing a gain of more than 2000 over the 
number received during the corresponding period of 
1914. In March alone the number of applications was 
2586. 

‘The stockholders of the New Amsterdam Cas- 
ualty of New York have 
tock by $50,000, making the total capital $650,000. The 


voted to increase the capital 


purpose of the increase is to enable the company to 
extend its lines in some of the States where it is now 
restricted. 

The National Investigation Bureau of Baltimore, 
Md., has installed a new service, in addition to its 
claim investigation work. An investigator will be 
sent out to co-operate with the trained local bureau 
correspondents and thus enable the companies to ob 
tain a cheaper service than is possible where Medical 
Director W. Edward Magruder conducts all the inves- 


tigation personally. 








Fire Insurance 


FIRE INSURANCE 


NEW YORK SURVEYS 


Barebones Alumni Annual Meeting.—The 
annual dinner and meeting of the Barebones 
Alumni Association will be held on Wednesday 
May 19, at the Little Res- 
taurant, 44 Beaver street, New York city, be- 
ginning at 60 P.M. 


evening, Roma 
Besides musical entertain- 
ment of a high order there will be two well- 
known 

John E. 
lirst National lire of Washington, will give 


speakers in the insurance business. 


Smith, managing underwriter of the 


a talk on company organization, and James V. 
Barry, assistant secretary of the Metropolitan 
Life, will also be on deck and is expected to 
give one of his versatile after-dinner talks. A 
nonunating committee has been appointed, con- 
sisting of R. D. Owens of Willard S. Brown & 
Co., M. A. Gidding, Jr., of the New York 
Board, and James HH. Bott of 
& Co. 
the May 19 meeting, and election of officers 
will follow. 


Davis Dorland 
The committee will make its report at 


The members of this year’s class 
in fire insurance at the New York University 
School of Commerce and Itinance who were 
eligible to membership in the Barebones have 
been invited to attend the annual meeting. 

Miss Inch an Authoress.—While Miss 
Maud [elizabeth Inch, the librarian of the In- 
surance Society of New York, is known to the 
hundreds of members of that society, probably 
few of them know that she is an authoress of 
some repute. One of her productions, a pas- 
toral operetta entitled “Sylvia,” was presented 
last week in at least two localities in the vicinity 
of New York. 

Fifty Years With Home.—George W. Volk 
celebrated his fiftieth anniversary 
with the Ilome of New York, for which he is 


recently 
cashier. Ile received the company’s fifty-year 
gold medal, a large bunch of roses and a testi- 
monial from the staff of the cashier’s depart- 
ment, 

National Board in New Office. —The Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters has moved 
into its new quarters in the Bishop building at 
70 William where it 
modious rooms on the seventh 


occupies com- 
floor. The 
rooms are well arranged, and are in keeping 


street, 


with the national character of the organiza- 
tion. 

American Union Return Commissions.— 
It would appear that the final settlement of the 
American Union premiums is put off further 
than ever. The Virginia and North Carolina 
claims have been decided in the courts against 
agents who declined to pay return commissions 
and have been appealed to the higher courts. 

New Inter-insurance Association.—An- 
other inter-insurance association has been or- 
ganized and will probably apply for admission 
to New York. It is known as the National 
Lumber Manufacturers Inter-insurance Ex- 
change, and has followed the action of the 
Manufacturers Association at its last annual 
meeting. Under this action an executive com- 
mittee was appointed, with power to elect a 
manager. They have lately selected Charles 
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lillmore Simonson of Chicago as manager. 
This gentleman is an old New Yorker, and 
began his career in the Brooklyn office of the 
old Kings County Insurance Company, and 
later with the Ilome as an examiner and spe- 
cial agent. Ile has gone to work energetic- 
ally, but his first circular shows that the asso- 
ciation does not limit its policies to subscribers 
after the manner of the various other inter- 
insurance organizations near to sprinklered 
risks which have been so successful. 

Cotton Insurance.--The companies appear 
to have come out of the cotton scare better 
than expected, but there has been an extensive 
demand for reinsurance on wharves in Gal- 
veston and Savannah, and each day that passes 
without telegrams of a cotton conflagration at 
cither of these ports is regarded as a blessing. 
The accumulation has well 
watched, and the congestion will probably be 


Galveston been 


over in another month. 

Local Board Committtees. lhe nominat- 
ing committee appointed by the president of 
the local Board to select candidates for the 
offices and standing committees to be voted 
for at the annual election in May will soon 
hecome busy. The work of the committee is 
generally supposed to be light, and the candi- 
dates named are usually their own successors. 
The standing commitees are subject to some 
changes during the year which may have to be 
dealt with on that basis. 

Freak Risks.—Some of the freak risks in- 
dulged in by the English Lloyds have invaded 
the vicinity of Pittsburg. The Allegheny Col- 
lege has arranged for a fair and féte beginning 
June 19; and as foul weather would prove dis- 
astrous to the financial result, the college has 
taken a Lloyds contract to guarantee fair 
weather during the celebration. We are not 
advised of the amount of the premium. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 


Valentine’s Son to Go Abroad.—Wells 
Valentine, the son of George S. Valentine, as- 
sistant manager of the Prussian National and 
Netherlands, will soon leave for Zurich, Switz- 
erland, where he is to join the head office staff 
of the Zurich company. Mr. Valentine, Jr., is 
now a junior at Northwestern University. 

McCullough Elected a Director.—W. E. 
McCullough, agency superintendent of the 
Queen, was elected a director of the Fire In- 
surance Club at its meeting on April 27, suc- 
ceeding the late William Warren Moore. Mr. 
McCullough has taken an active part in the 
educational work of the Institute of America 
during the past six months, having been the 
instructor on “Standard Policy.” 

Potts Extends Limit to May 15.—-Super- 
intendent Potts of the Hlinois Insurance De- 
partment has notified the companies that they 
may have until May 15 next to file classified 
reports on Illinois business for 1914. 


Junior Year Educational Course Com- 
pleted.—The junior year fire insurance course 
of the Insurance Institute of America has just 
been completed by the students of the Chicago 
Fire Insurance Club. This year’s course em- 
braces six subjects, namely: Principles and 
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IHlistory; Correspondence; Hazards; Standard 


Policy; lire Protection and Building Con- 


‘The students were allowed three 
hours for the final examination on each sub- 


struction. 


ject, six evenings having been set apart for the 
work, the sessions beginning at 6:30 and end- 
ing at 9:30 P.M. 
A. T. 


mittee. 


The work was in charge of 
Graham, chairman of the Institute com- 

There were 148 students enrolled in 
the class and the average attendance at meet- 
ings was about 1600. l’orty-four took the final 
examinations. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 
Dr. Gale Passes Away.—Dr. A. [ernest 


Gale, a member of the agency firm of J. Pauld- 
ing Meade & Co., died last week after a long 
illness. Dr. Gale formerly practiced medicine 
in Chicago, but gave up his practice to return 
to Boston a few years ago. Ile made many 
friends in Boston, and his untimely end is 
mourned by a large circle. 

Asks Agents to Qualify.—Secretary Cabot 
of the Boston Board has addressed a circular 
to all agents in the metropolitan district. who 
have not qualified in their respective classes to 
report and qualify. 

Guaranteed Amounts Plan Adopted by 
Boston Board.—The Board, after 
many weeks’ consideration, has at last adopted 


Boston 


by a narrow majority the new guaranteed 
amounts plan submitted by the rating com- 
mittee, of which Irrank Il. Battilana is chair- 
man. Under this new rule all existing valua- 
tions made prior to January 1, 1910, must be 
replaced by new valuations made by appraisers 
appointed under the rules presented as soon 
as possible, but in no case shall this period 
Until the 
new promulgation has been made, the owner 
of any building has the privilege of using the 
old valuation, with the addition thereto ef an 


extend beyond five years from date. 


amount equivalent to 10 per cent on first class 
buildings, 20 per cent on second class buildings 
and 30 per cent on third class buildings. All 
valuations which have been made subsequent 
to January 1, 1910, may be extended by the 
secretary for one period of five years, if the 
shall secretary that the 
valuation is adequate. In case the secretary 
shall decline to extend existing valuation the 


owner satisfy the 


owner shall have the privilege of using the ex- 
isting valuation during the next five years, 
with the addition of 10, 20, 30 per cent as in- 
dicated above, valuation before the expiration 
of that period. All guaranteed amounts pro- 
mulgated since January 1, 1900, that have not 
heen revalued in the last five years shall be 
increased 10 per cent on first class buildings, 
20 per cent on second class buildings, and 30 
per cent on third class buildings, and the re- 
vised amount shall be immediately promul- 
All buildings shall be revalued once in 
a five-year period, as provided for under the 
rules, except that under the Board’s authoriza- 
tion the promulgated guaranteed 
amount may be continued for a second period 


gated. 


existing 


of five years if there has been no material 
change in the construction values. When it 15 
desired to fix in advance the amount of insur- 
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ance on buildings that may be required to com- 
ply with the provisions of the reduced rate 
clause, owners, trustees, executors and admin- 
istrators may, at their own expense, procure 
an estimate of such insurable value from one 
or more of the appraisers elected by the Board. 


PHILADELPHIA SURVEYS 


E. Hexamer & Son Sell Out Local Busi- 
ness.—The long-established firm of map 
makers for insurance purposes, [. llexamer 
& Son, have, as of April 29, made arrange- 
ments with the Sanborn Map Company to take 
over their entire business in Philadelphia. The 
firm of Ik. [lexamer & Son was established in 
i850, and was one of the extremely few re- 
maining individual offices supplying insurance 
maps. ‘Vhe Hlexamer office has been conducted 
by C. J. Hexamer for a considerable length of 
time; it was originated by his father [. 


llexamer. 


WASHINGTON INSURANCE DEPART- 
Preliminary Report Shows Heavy Losses 
for Fire Companies 
A preliminary report of the operations of the 
District of Columbia Insurance Department has 
been completed by Superintendent Nesbit, in 
which it is set forth that insurance companies 
in Washington during the year 1914 were hard 
hit, it being estimated that fire companies who 
fared worst paid out $110 for every $100 re- 
ceived, including overhead expenses. The re- 
port this year is several months ahead of the 
usual schedule and shows that there were paid 
in premiums in the District of Columbia for in- 

surance of all kinds $7,083,952. 

In the report Superintendent Nesbit says: It 
is safe to say that the expense of doing busi- 
ness of all the companies was approximately 
forty-five per cent, so that, including expenses, 
the insurance companies paid out $110 for every 
$100 received in the District of Columbia last 
year. 

Taking the years from 1888 up to and ineclud- 
ing 1918, the losses paid to premiums received 
in the District of Columbia averaged 36 9-10 
per cent. The yvear 1914 shows more than dou- 
ble the average loss ratio for thirty-one years. 
Only two years show a higher percentage of loss 
to premiums received. The year 1911 shows 
sixty-seven per cent, and 1897 the loss ratio was 
seventy-six per cent. 


The Simpson Bill 


There will be a hearing upon the Simpson bill 
before Governor Whitman of New York at 11 
o'clock this morning. This bill was left in the 
Governor’s hands as a thirty-day bill on the ad- 
journment of the legislature; and if the Gover- 
nor does not append his signature to it, mak- 
ing it a law, it will fail of enactment by default. 

This bill has been vigorously advocated by 
brokers and agents throughout the State, a 
committee of fifteen having had the matter in 
its particular charge. This committee was 
made up of independent brokers, with represen- 
tatives from the Fire Brokers Association of 
New York, the Insurance Federation of New 
York State, the Suburban Agents Protective As- 
sociation, the New York State Association of In- 
surance Agents and the Brooklyn Brokers Asso- 
ciation, 

The active efforts of the brokers and agents 
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throughout the State were directed to the pas- 
sage of this bill as a matter of principle, one 
of their chief aims being to prevent any exten- 
sion of the system whereby life insurance com- 
panies loaning money on mortgage may virtu- 
ally require borrowers to place insurance upon 
mortaged properties through specified brokers 
or agents. It is understood that this plan has 
been followed to some extent by some com- 
panies in the past; and while the Simpson bill, 
if it shall be come a law, may not particularly 
affect existing relations of this character, the 
brokers and agents in general regard the prac- 
tice as opposed to their best interests, and, 
therefore, wish to have it prohibited by law. 
The extent to which they were able to impress 
the members of the legislature with the justice 
of their view of the matter was indicated by the 
fact that the Senate passed the bill unanim- 
ously, while the vote in the assembly was 
ninety-one in favor of it, to sixteen against. 


Western Union Committees 

President McGregor of the Western Union has 
appointed the committees for the ensuing term, 
making a few changes, owing to the recent 
death of J. M. Decamp, manager of the central 
department of the Liverpool and London and 
Globe, and the removal of C. H. Barry to 
Philadelphia as president of the Pennsylvania. 
The governing committee, which is also the 
Union membership of the joint conference com- 
mittee, is as follows: C. W. Higley, Hanover; 
R. E. Lidster, Phoenix of London; C, R. Street, 
Kidelity-Phenix; C. R. Tuttle, Continental, 
terms expiring April, 1916; bugan & Carr, Hart- 
ford; George KE. Haas, Atlas; J. F. Joseph, 
Sterling; C. A. Ludlum, Home; John Marshall, 
Jr., Firemans Fund, terms expiring September, 
1915. Two changes are made in committee 
chairmanships, C. R. Street succeeding C. H. 
sarry at head of the patrol committee, and 
Walter H. Sage succeeding C. H. Barry at the 
head of the Central Bureau of Education and 


Instruction, 


Cotton Fire Protecting Solution Perfected 

Representatives of seventy railroads belong- 
ing to the Railway Fire Protection Association 
visited Oklahoma City and subjected to severe 
tests a cotton fire-protecting solution, recently 
perfected by the Cotton Protecting Company of 
Oklahoma City. CC. B. Haley, formerly an Okla- 
homa City druggist, compounded the solution. 
Kk. B. Berry of Washington, an official of the 
Southern Railway Co., one of the committee for 
the railroads, expressed the view that the new 
solution would eliminate all fire risk from ship- 
ment of cotton and make possible transporta- 
tion of the staple in flat and open cars. J. W. 
DuPree of the Oklahoma Cotton Oil Company is 
president of the Cotton Protecting Company, 
which will establish a plant in Oklahoma soon. 


Virginia Local Agents to Meet 

The annual convention of the Virginia Local 
Agents Association, which is to be held in Rich- 
mond on May 21-22, will be addressed by Presi- 
dent H. R. Bush of the Dixie Fire; L. R. War- 
ren of Richmond, who recently retired as spe- 
cial agent for the Phoenix, and A. M. Schoen, 
superintendent of the electrical department of 
the South-Eastern Underwriters Association. 
President John D. Crowle, Jr., will probably be 


re-elected. 
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WESTERN BUREAU MEETS 


Term Rule Adopted Unanimously by 
the Bureau at Washington Meeting 


K. G. HALLE RESIGNS AS CHAIRMAN 


Neal Bassett Chosen to Succeed Colonel Halle— 
Other Officers Elected 


The fifth annual meeting of the Western 
Bureau was held at Washington, D. C., last 
week. The most important matter to come 
before the session was the consideration of the 
report of the joint conference committee, which 
recommended the adoption of the term rule. 
The bureau adopted the report with one or 
two minor exceptions, which were referred to 
the executive committee to act with authority. 
The action of the bureau in adopting the report 
means that the term rule will now be applied 
to all classes eligible to term insurance. 

Another important measure adopted by the 
bureau was to the effect that the members of 
the bureau in Wisconsin should subscribe to 
the Wisconsin Inspection Bureau, which deter- 
mines the rates on risks in that State. It was 
thought proper that the members doing business 
under those rates should help pay for the cost 
of determining them. 

The Missouri law regarding commissions was 
taken up for consideration, and it was decided 
to defer any action until the insurance authori- 
ties in the State had offered an opinion on the 
new law. The matter was referred to the 
executive committee, which is empowered to 
act on the receipt of the opinion. 

COLONEL HALLE RESIGNS AS CHAIRMAN 

Colonel EK. G. Halle, Western manager of the 
Germania, who has been chairman of the bureau 
since its organization, presided at the meeting, 
but refused to stand for re-election. There was 
a good deal of feeling displayed upon the ac- 
ceptance of Colonel Halle’s resignation. He 
was presented with a gold watch in appreciation 
of the good work he had accomplished during 
his term of office. The presentation speech was 
made by Neal Bassett of Chicago, vice-chairman 
of the bureau. Mr. Bassett was elected chair- 
man to succeed Colonel Halle, and immediately 
after making the presentation speech delivered 
a few inaugural remarks. A. D. Baker of Lan- 
sing, Mich., was elected vice-chairman to suc- 
ceed Mr. Bassett. The other officers were re- 
elected. 


The ‘Post Magazine Almanack’’ for 1915 

The Post Magazine Almanack, The Insur- 
ance Directory, Reference and Year Book for 
1915, has been published, and, as usual, is re- 
plete with statistical and other matter pertain- 
ing to insurance and insurance companies in 
Great Britain and Continental Europe. Among 
the features of this book are: An Insurance 
Summary, 1914; Annotated Calendar for 1915; 
Lists of Tariff Offices, Non-Tariff Offices, In- 
surance Peers and M. P.’s; Officers and Mem- 
bers of the Institute of Actuaries, the laculty 
of Actuaries in Scotland, and other under- 
writers’ organizations; data concerning regis- 
tration fees and stamp duties, joint stock com- 


panies, ete.; companies absorbed by others; 
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changes of name; companies ceased to exist; 
new British companies in 1914; Directory of 
British and Colonial Insurance Offices, with 
information as to objects, location, date of 
organization, officers, etc.; “Who's Who in the 
Insurance World”; Directors of British and 
Irish Offices; 
\essessors, ete.; Classes of Business Trans- 


Insurance Brokers, lire Loss 


acted; Synopsis of Profit and Loss Accounts; 
Rates of Premium of Life Companies; Busi- 
ness in the United Kingdom of Life (ordinary 
and industrial), Fire, Marine and Accident 
Companies; Directory of Capital and Shares; 
Continental Life, Fire and Accident Business, 
ete. The price of The Post Magazine Al- 
manack, bound in cloth, is $1.50 per copy. 
\ddress all orders to The Spectator Company, 
135 William street, New York. 


Insurance Built a City 
In his addre entitled “Through the Broth 
erhood of Man,” at the Nine Years’ After Event 
in the San Francisco celebration, Rabbi A. Meyer 


said of insurance: 

How indifferent their judgment was to one of 
the biggest factors in the rehabilitation of our 
city the event has proven. Had it not been for 
the foresight of the many who had availed 
themselves of that economic institution which is 
popularly called insurance is only the foresee- 
ing and co-operative protection of the present 
for future needs and emergencies—had not the 
many availed themselves of this practical eco- 
nomic means, the rebuilding of this city must 
have been seriously hampered. And these neo 
epicureans have plunged wildly into the delights 
Which come from the gratification of the senses 
and gild the fleeting moment with the sem- 
blance of satisfaction. But not only from within 
did we learn the world-embracing character of 
humanity and fraternity. Hardly had the world 
heard that our beautiful city was threatened 
with eomplete destruction but that it opened 
its heart and poured the contents of its purse 
into our needy laps. Much was given from mo- 
tives of the purest philanthropy, much more 
came from that great fund which the nations of 
the world had accumulated through co-operative 
brotherhood for just such events. Without this 
practical business manifestation of humanity’s 
power of co-operation the task of rehabilitation 
would have been impossible. And what we then 
learned of brotherhood we can never forget. 


Consolidation in Ohio Nearing Completion 

It is now believed that the consolidation of 
the Ohio Commonwealth Fire of Cleveland and 
the Shawnee Fire of Lima, Ohio, will be fully 
completed within a few weeks and that the new 
company will be prepared to begin business 
about June 1. It will have a capital stock of 
$100,000 and a surplus of $50,000. However, it is 
Probable that the capital stock will be increased 
to $500,000 after it begins business. The stock- 
holders of both companies voted in favor of con- 
solidation some weeks ago, but some time was 
necessary to secure the payments for stock sold 
by the Lima company, since only one-fourth of 
it was collected at the time it was sold. The 
stock of the Cleveland company was sold for 
cash, 


George Berry Establishes General Agency 

George Berry (May 1) retired from the firm of 
Berry, Tremaine & Co., New York city, and es- 
tablished a general agency for the State of 
New York, representing the Allemannia Fire of 
Pittsburg and the German-American Fire of 
Pittsburg. His office is located at 1 Liberty 
street, New York. 
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SUBURBAN EXCHANGE 


Association to be Examined by New 
York Department on Account of 
School Property Rates 


METHODS OF EXCHANGE CRITICISED 


Decline to Alter Mect’ng Date— Risks Plac sd 
in Non-Association Companies 

The New York Insurance Department recently 
received a letter from the president of the 
Dobbs Ferry Board of Education regarding the 
insurance on the Dobbs Ferry school buildings, 
Which, it is stated, was canceled on the order of 
the Suburban Fire Insurance Exchange. A copy 
of the letter had also been transmitted to Gov- 
ernor Whitman and published in the West- 
chester County and New York papers. In this 
letter protest is made against the action of the 
Suburban Fire Insurance Exchange, and the Ex- 
change is accused of being a “trust,’’ guilty of 
high-handed and arbitrary methods. The reply 
of Superintendent of Insurance Hasbrouck to 
Charles P. McClelland, president of the school 
board, of Dobbs Ferry, gives a detailed history 
of the transaction of the school] board with the 
companies who are members of the Exchange. 
It happened that the policies were renewed and 
later an inspection of the risks made. The risks 
were rated in accordance with a schedule for 
rating public schools adopted by the Exchange. 
This schedule advanced the premium approxi 
mately ten cents a hundred dollars, and the 
companies were notified to collect the advanced 
premiums. 

POLICIES CANCELED 

Later the policies were ordered canceled and 
Mr. McClelland went to the Insurance Depart- 
ment and complained of the action of the devi- 
ation committee of the Exchange. Mr. McC lel- 
land also desired to confer with the deviation 
committee on the cancellation of the risks and 
a date was fixed, but the Dobbs Ferry man could 
not appear, as he was out of town. The Insur- 


ance Department had requested the manager of 


the Exchange to suspend the ‘order’ requiring 
the companies to cancel the policies, but the 
manager declined to interfere with the ‘order’ 
or to advance the date of the conference be- 
tween the deviation committee and Mr. McClel- 
land. 
SUPERINTENDENT’S AUTHORITY LIMITED 
In a series of letters that passed between 
the Insurance Department and Mr. McClelland 
it was revealed that the policies had been can- 
celed and the risks were placed in non-associa- 
tion companies. Superintendent Hasbrouck 
went into some detail enlightening the school 
board members on the authority of the Insur- 
ance Department and its limitations. He ex- 
plained the association principle and the pur- 
pose of rate-making organizations. The Super- 
intendent says that an examination of the Ex- 
change will be made in the immediate future. 


DID NOT VIOLATE LAW 
Superintendent Hasbrouck said that it did not 
appear from the case that the Exchange had vio- 
lated any provision of the section of the insur- 
ance law covering associations. It was not the 
question of the advance in rates that was re- 
garded as unfair to the board of education so 
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much as the method by which the companies 
were requested to enforce the increased rating 
on the existing policy without affording the 
board of education a reasonable Opportunity of 
meeting the deviation committee and discussing 
the reasonableness of the Exchange action. 
ACTION DESCRIBED AS SILLY 

Of this action the Superintendent speaks in 

his letter as follows: 


The failure to adopt this course was plainly 
traceable to asinine counsel, but as you know, 
there is no statutory penalty for stupidity. 
While it has been the effort of our law-mak 
ing bodies to circumscribe by law the actions of 
individuals and associations of individuals, so 
us to prevent injury to innocent parties resulting 
from a disregard of ordinary decency, it is dif 
ficult to anticipate by law or ruling injury from 
unusual or extraordinary silliness. [ have, how- 
ever, taken steps this day to issue a ruling to 
the rate-making associations, with a view. of 
preventing a recurrence of the methods of which 
you justly complain. This ruling, a copy. of 
Which is enclosed, has been transmitted to the 
managers of the rate-making associations oper- 
ating in this State and I have accorded them a 
hearing, to be held on May 38, in order to afford 
them an opportunity to show cause why this 
ruling in its present or in modified form, should 
not be issued. 


REQUIREMENTS OF EXCHANGE MEMBERS 


There is no need of an investigation, as de- 
manded by you, whether the existence of the 
Suburban Fire Insurance Exchange denotes ; 
trust or combination which prevents competi- 
tion in the fire insurance business. The facts 
are already well known and conceded. The 
Suburban Fire Insurance Exchange comprises 
companies doing approximately ninety per cent 
to ninety-five per cent of the fire insurance busi- 
ness in the territory under its jurisdiction, The 
companies pledge themselves to maintain the 
rules and rates of the Exchange, limit agents 
and commissions to such agents, and confine 
brokerage payments to those certified by the 
Exchange. The Exchange also compels local 
agents to join the local boards and the associ- 
ation companies are prohibited from having in- 
tercourse with non-association Companies. This 
condition was known to the Merritt Legislative 
Committee, which made an investigation into 
fire insurance matters in 1910. The committee 
reported the facts to the legislature and that 
body enacted section 141, effective September 1, 
1911, substantially as it appears on our law 
books to-day. The report of the Merritt Legis 
lative Committee, a copy of which should be 
found in all publie libraries, quite thoroughly 
discusses the “trust”? phase referred to by you. 


REASONABLE RATES A PROBLEM 


The investigation demanded by you regarding 
the reasonableness of fire insurance = rates 
would go much further than the Suburban Fire 
Insurance Exchange. This Department as well 
as others has been wrestling with the problem 
for many years. The efforts of this Department 
have been steadily in the direction of solving 
the problem, and the progress made is most 
hopeful. One of the most important matters 
necessary for the ascertainment of the reason 
ableness of rates is uniformity in rating 
methods. This uniformity has in a large 
measure been secured in this State by the adop- 
tion of the uniform rules and uniform require- 
ments by the various rate-making associations 
in this State. Another step in the direction of 
uniformity is the pressure from this Depart 
ment to substitute the judgment rating with 
schedule rating, which, as it happens, proved to 
be the remote provocation to the injury of which 
you complain. Another step, which is the most 
hopeful of them all, is the adoption of a uni- 
form system of classification of fire hazards and 
the formation by the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters of an actuarial bureau for the 
purpose of collecting and tabulating reports of 
writings and losses for the hour hundred and 
odd classes appearing in the ‘Uniform Classifi- 
cation.” This bureau, which began the work of 
collecting statistics on January 1, 1915, will 
prove to be a most valuable help in determin- 
ing whether the ratings applied to the various 
classes are unreasonable or inadequate, and 
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thereby enable the responsible authorities to 
bring about the necessary changes in rates. 
DEPARTMENT’S RULING 

At the hearing before the Insurance Depart- 
ment on Monday it was announced that rating 
associations are requested to submit to the De- 
partment the means afforded by them for hear- 
ings by persons affected by a rate change for 
its approval. Manager Babb of the Insurance 
Exchange, Manager Hess of the Suburban Ex- 
change, and President E. H. Sigerman, of the 
Buffalo Association of Fire Underwriters, were 
present at the hearing. 


Successors to John M. Talbot & Co. 


A new fire insurance firm has been formed to 
take up the business of John M. Talbot & Co., 
who represented as metropolitan agents the 
AMtna of Hartford, the Insurance Company of 
North America of Philadelphia, the Alliance of 
Philadelphia, the Standard of Hartford and the 
Assurance Company of America of New York. 
The name of the new firm is Russell, Scott & 
Ziegler, and is composed of Joseph W. Russell, 
Graham Scott and William Ziegler. Mr. Russell 
has been with the Aetna for the past twenty- 
three years, for which company he is at present 
resident attorney in New York city. He will 
retain this position. Graham Scott is a son of 
the late William A. Scott, who was a founder of 
the firm of Scott, Alexander & Talbot, which 
was succeeded by John M. Talbot & Company, 
of which Graham Scott was a member. William 
Ziegler has been conected with the firm = for 
the past twenty-six years, during most of which 
he was counterman. 


Hearing on Illinois Rate Bill 


After several hearings on the Potts State in- 
surance and rate regulation bill in the Illinois 
Legislature, at which the Potts side of the case 
was presented, the companies had their chance 
on Thursday of last week. P. D. McGregor of 
the Queen, Charles E. Sheldon of the American 
of Newark, C. R. Tuttle of the Continental and 
T. BE. Gallagher of the AStna have been selected 
to testify for the companies, while the Illinois 
Insurance Federation, the local agents and 
others were represented. Messrs. McGregor and 
Tuttle were heard, and at a late hour the com- 
mittee adjourned until Tuesday of this week, 
when Mr. Tuttle completed his testimony and 


the others appeared. 


Work of New York Department 

The New York Insurance Department was in- 
strumental in the collection of evidence leading 
to the conviction of the promoters of the Mona- 
ton Realty Investment Corporation of New 
York for alleged misuse of the mails. [nsur 
ance Department officials noticed the style of 
the certificates of the company, which were 
drawn up much in the form of an insurance 
policy. Persistence on the part of the Depart 
ment led to the final exposure of the company’s 


methods. 


An interesting booklet issued by the Rochester 
(N. Y.) agency of R. S. Pavior & Son tends to show 


that practically no form of construction can be re 


lied upon as being absolutely fireproof except the 


Egyptian Pyramids, and that all buildings should, 
therefore, be insured. It is convincingly written and 
ustrated. 
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LAW UNCONSTITUTIONAL 


Opinion of ‘Texas Attorney General 
on Reciprocal Insurance Law 


COMMISSIONER WOULD BE POWERLESS 


In Case of Foreign Companies He Could do Noth- 
ing—Other Features 


The Attorney General’s Department of the 
State of Texas has rendered a lengthy opinion 
citing many authorities, holding that House bill 
No. 66, known as the McAskill Reciprocal Insur- 
ance bill, which was passed by the recent ses- 
sion of the Texas Legislature, and which has 
received the approval of the Governor, is un- 
constitutional, and therefore void and of no 
force and effect. The opinion also holds that 
under this law, if it were constitutional, that 
a foreign reciprocal insurance association could 
transact business in Texas without the payment 
of any of the taxes required of other foreign 


insurance associations. 


COMMISSIONER'S AUTHORITY LIMITED 


It is also held that, should the law be con- 
stitutional, the Commissioner would have no 
legal authority to prescribe and compel the use 
of the form of any contract or to limit the 
amount or term of any policy, or the amount 
of compensation to be paid to any attorney and 
manager, or the amount of his expense account, 
or to require him to give bond for the preserva- 
tion of the premium fund. The opinion also 
holds that the Commissioner is without author 
ity to cancel or suspend the license of any at- 
torney or manager for any violation of the in- 
surance laws of this State; that he could not 
cancel the certificate of an attorney for failure 
to pay a judgment or to return an unearned 


premium, 


EXEMPTS RECIPROCALS FROM MANY 
LAWS 


The opinion also holds that general insurance 
laws do not apply under this measure to reci- 
procal insurance; that associations organized 
under this law would not be subject to the 
valued policy law or the technicality law, or 
co-insurance law, or the law against discrimin- 
ution in rates or rebating, or to the many other 
laws regulating insurance contracts in this 
State. 


DOES NOT SPECIFY DEPOSITORY 


This law requires reciprocal insurance asso- 
ciations to keep on deposit in some State or Na 
tional Bank $10,000 in cash or convertible se- 
curities, but it did not stipulate that the money 
should be kept in a State or National Bank in 
Texas, or that it should be held for Texas 
policyholders. It also provides for an examina- 
tion by the Insurance Department, but makes 
no provision for the payment of the examiner's 
fee and expenses, or by whom the same shall 
be paid. 

The Commissioner of Insurance and Banking 
insisted, when this bill was before the legisla- 
ture, that it was unconstitutional and, if en- 
acted into a law, would not prevent the many 
evils which have grown out of reciprocal insur- 


ance in the State of Texas. 
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Programme of N. F. P. A. Meeting 

The following programme will be carried out 
at the annual meeting of the National Fire 
Protection Association, to be held at the Hotel 
Astor May 11, 12 and 13: 

Tuesday, May 11—Morning Session, 10 A. M.— 
President’s address. Report of the executive 
committee. Resolutions. Reports of the sece- 
retary-treasurer and editor of the Quarterly. 
Canadian committee report—John B. Laidlaw, 
chairman. Public information—committee re- 
port—Franklin H. Wentworth, chairman. State 
lire prevention associations—committee report— 
Thomas R. Weddell, chairman. Five-minute re- 
ports from active members on work in fire pre- 
vention. Field) practice—committee report— 
(. H. Patton, chairman. Electrical committee 
report—F. KE. Cabot, chairman. Blower systems 
for heating, ventilating and stock conveying 
committee report—A. M. Feldman, chairman. 

Afternoon Session, 2. P. M.—Address, Frank 
Irving Cooper, architect, on “The Status. of 
Schoolhouse Construction in the United States.” 
Motion pictures, James EK. Latta, “The Under- 
writers Laboratories and Their Work.” Safety 
to life—committee report—H. W. Forster, chair- 
man, Fire-resistive construction—committee 
report—Ira H. Woolson, chairman. Uses of 
wood in building construction--committee re- 
port—Julius Franke, chairman. Automatic 
sprinklers—committee report—-C. L. Scofield, 
chairman. Standardization of pipe and pipe 
fittings—Charles A. Olson, chairman. 

Wednesday, May 12—Morning Session, 10 A. M. 

Explosives and combustibles—committee re- 
port—Charles A. Hexamer, chairman. Fire pro- 
tection coverings for window and door openings 

committee report—W. ©. Robinson, chairman. 
Tanks—committee report—Gorham Dana, chair- 
man. Luncheon, 1 P. M., Hotel Astor, under 
auspices of New York Chapter N. F. PL. A. 

Afternoon Session—Round Table Discussion. 
“Practical problems in Building Regulations.” 
Five-minute opening talks; general discussion, 
each speaker limited to three minutes. Topics: 
“Uniformity in Building Laws—How Far Is It 
Possible and Desirable?’’ ‘Relation of State 
and City Building Codes.” “Relation of Build- 
ing Codes and Architects’ License Laws.” “Dis 
cretionary Power of Enforcing Official.’’ “‘Rela- 
tion of Building Inspector to Housing Laws 
Districting, City Planning.” 

Thursday, May 13—Morning Session, 10 A. M. 

Signalling systems--committee report—Ralph 
Sweetland, chairman. Standards—-committee re- 
port (installation of interior standpipe systems) 

W. ©. Robinson, chairman. High-pressure 
fire-service systems—-committee report—H. B. 
Machen, chairman. Fire pumps—committee re- 
port——-H. O. Lacount, chairman. Round table 
discussion—Subject: “Private Fire Supplies 
from Publie Mains with Special Reference to 
Automatic Sprinkler Connection to High-pres 
sure Fire-service Systems.” Hydrants and 
valves —committee report—-H. O. Lacount, chair- 
man. Manufacturing risks and special hazards 

committee report—Benjamin Richards, chair- 
man. Laws and ordinances—committee report 
Charles H. Lum, chairman. Uniform Require- 
ments-—-committee report—Gorham Dana, chair- 
man. Standard hose couplings and hydrant fit- 
tings for public fire service—committee report 
Howard L. Stanton, chairman. Reports of dele- 
gates to conventions of other bodies. New 
business. Report of nominating committee and 


election of officers. 








Fire Insurance 


COMMISSIONER REPORTS 


New York Department Had 12,598 Fires 
Entailing Loss of $8,217,811 





FIRE PREVENTION GREAT HELP 


Bureau Has Done Much to Lower Loss—Record 
Better Than Previous Years—Recommended 
Improvements 


The annual report of Fire Commissioner Rob- 
ert Adamson of New York to Mayor John Pur- 
roy Mitchel was submitted this week. The re- 
port takes up the work of all branches of the 
fire department of the Metropolis in detail. Of 
the fire loss in the city during the last year the 


report says: 


The tire loss was the lowest of any year since 
1907, except two, 1909 and 1918, and the loss per 
capita the lowest of any year in the history of 
the city except one. This despite the fact that 
the losses for the United States and Canada 
were the largest in history except alone 1904, 
1906 and 1908, the years in which the Baltimore, 
San Francisco and Chelsea conflagrations oc- 
curred, this loss being significantly high in the 
period following the declaration of war in 
Europe, increasing in the United States and 
Canada $6,000,000 in November, and over $7,000, - 
000 in December (about fifty per cent). Thus, 
notwithstanding this abnormal increase in 
losses, undoubtedly largely due to commercial 
causes and an increase of 1,379,430 in population 
since 1907, our local fire loss was $1,195,251 less 
than in that year and the per capita loss is 
seventy-eight cents less. The total number of 
fires was 12,598. 

PER CAPITA LOSS VERY LOW 
The per capita loss during the year was $1.44 
while 
These figures are 


and the average loss per fire was $464, 
the total loss was $8,217,811. 
with the 
and a tabulation of the losses in previous years, 


compared records of previous years, 


together with the per capita loss of the same 


years, is as follows: 


Loss. Per Capita. 

DT oni scesneeeseaessss $9,413,042 $2.22 
MED ig save sod say 93) ahs amiotee ee 9,261,078 2.13 
WOO viarccsudeceseeasse 7,431,636 1.60 
SIRS Gis ca'e RWGIee WEI KS Si ace 8,591,831 1.80 
UL EE eee See ey er 12,470,806 2.51 
MESS sb bbe keceeae es 9,069,580 1.79 
(Ree ge 7,467,997 1.38 
LT, ORR Sere re ear 8,217,811 1.44 

TENEMENT HOUSES BURN OFTEN 


As usual the largest number of fires occurred 
in dwellings and other places where people live. 
The total for this class of fire was 9248, aggre- 
gating sixty-four per cent of all the fires. Of 
fires 2414 

means 


occurred 
that only 
2768 fires in the city occurred in buildings out- 
The number of fires in tene- 


the remaining number of 


outside of buildings, which 


side of homes. 


ment houses alone was 6781. The number of 
fires per 1000 population was 2.53. The total 
value of the property protected by the New 
York Fire Department is $10,264,050,715. In the 


city there are 875,037 separate buildings, classi- 
fied as follows: 


DOURINEUUE: oc hax yer cakne se sini eras cuen es. 100,504 
One-family frame or brick houses....... 150,723 
Two-family frame or brick houses..... 75,195 
Hotels and elevator apartments........ 2,747 
SV RMOMONBOR 556.0555 6%s-oo sto soNa Dicoes 9,782 
ii robe OU. LT CT: Sea ee 1,169 
Factory DUIGINGS. 6.0: 6ss0s ce sen ees eees 5,290 
SPADICS MONG RWATARCS: o.oo ..o:.6. sv dew sewveen 14,283 
PMORULEE c6ctiess sp aeseesaesa paevensaeues 229 
Special structures, moving-pictures, tax- 

DOVER, Wilts. <ubsesa5a6esse bees e eae eek 15,115 
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The causes of the fires in the city last year 
are given in the following tabulation: 


Cause. Fires. 

Carelessness with cigars, cigarettes and 
PSUUAOEATNIT) IIB oasis 5: 6:6 6s 5:6e sors aselereselorelsie wine's 1,342 
Careless use of candles and tapers........ 523 
Children playing with matches or fire.... 755 
Careless: use. Of MaAtCHEB: 606664 6660408008 1,248 
Overheated stoves, boilers, ranges, etc... 958 
DGeTCCHIVG: INSUIATION ceccsccckods veces news 472 
Hot ashes igniting woodwork............. 99 
Bonfires, brush fires and rubbish fires.... 1,491 


RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS 
that the 


carried out as 


The commissioner urges following 


recommendations be soon as 
possible: 


That the installation of the high-pressure wa- 
ter service which was extended during the year 
from Twenty-third to Thirty-fourth street, Man- 
hattan, be extended to cover all of Manhattan 
Island south of Fifty-ninth street. 

That the high-pressure service be extended in 
Brooklyn and in the Rockaway section, as rec- 
ommended by Chief Kenlon. 

That funds be immediately provided to com- 
plete the construction of a new fire-alarm sys- 
tem in Manhattan, and as soon as possible to 
place all the wires underground and reconstruct 
the system in the other boroughs. 

That the fire department be empowered to be- 
vin at once the operation, in connection with its 
street-box fire-alarm system, of fire alarms in 
private buildings, now operated by private com- 
panies, charging a reasonable fee to the owners 
of buildings for such service. 

That the two large repair shops of the fire de- 
partment be combined with the repair shops of 
all other city departments in one large centrally 
located shop. 

That sufficient funds be provided to complete 
the motorization of all fire apparatus by the end 
of 1917, according to the schedule fixed by this 
department. 


OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 1914 


In addition the report contains the following 
principal features: 


The budget for the coming year is $65,000 
lower than for 1914 despite the provision for 
twenty new companies costing $400,000 a year. 
This is the first decrease in the dire depart- 
ment’s budget since the organization of the 
Greater City; the return to the city of ten build- 
ings which are no longer needed by the depart- 
ment. These buildings are valued at $350,000. 
The number of the orders issued by the fire pre- 
vention bureau was increased twenty-nine and 
one-half per cent, and the number of orders 
from the bureau that were complied with in- 
creased fifty-eight and one-half per cent. The 
department during the year installed an emer- 
gency alarm system and introduced into the 
public schools a course in fire prevention.. One 
of the most important accomplishments during 
the year was the winning of a suit establishing 
the commissioner’s right to recover the cost of 
extinguishing a fire due to culpable and wilful 
negligence. 


Philadelphia’s Fire Loss 

The report of the Philadelphia Fire Insurance 
Patrol for 1914 has just been made public and 
contains a record of every fire in Philadelphia 
for the year, giving the cause, loss and all the 
facts. The total number of fires was 4883, the 
largest ever known in the city entailing a loss 
of $2,791,130, 
insurance. 


cro 


of which $2,552,336 was covered by 
Most fires were in dwellings; sta- 
bles and garages coming second and third, re- 
spectively. 

The report shows that matches caused most 
of the fires, being the cause of 1084 fires. Sparks 
from chimneys and smokestacks ranked next, 
the number of fires resulting being 456. Sparks 
from locomotives caused 322 fires, while cigars 
and cigarettes carelessly thrown away while 
lighted caused 303. Other causes and the num- 
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Phursday 
ber of fires were: Stoves, 176; electric wiring, 
141; candles, 126; defective flues, 122; gas jets, 
129; incendiary, 36. 


Conditions in Birmingham Improved 


Ward of 
ham attributes the high fire loss in that city to 


Commissioner George B. Birming- 


the negligence of propertyowners, Which, he 


states, has almost reached the criminal stage. 
He points out that this carelessness on the part 
of propertyowners and others in allowing rub- 
bish, trash and waste accumulations, is pri- 
marily the cause of the abnormal] fire loss in that 
city and, in turn, responsible for the present 
high insurance rates. 

Of the eleven recommendations made by Sec- 
Raine of the South 


writers after the engineers of the association 


retary Eastern Under- 
had made a careful inspection of the city, Mr. 
Ward states that the most 
had been carried out. 


important of them 
The city has endeavored to secure the services 


of a first-class fire department manager, but 
has not 


on the problem. No 


succeeded as yet and is still working 
increase in the fire ap- 
paratus has been made nor adequate fire alarm 
installed. work has been 


system Inspection 


broadencd and a code of electrical ordinances 
has been adopted and put in force. Overhead 
Wires are being eliminated and the city is en- 
forcing its fire protection and fire prevention 
laws. 


War Risk Bureau Operations 
The war risk bureau of the Treasury Depart- 
ment has announced that insurance amounting 
to $71,458,666 has been written on 1121 
since the organization of the bureau, of which 
$11,307,295. 


is stated, amount to $1,790,- 


policies 


amount there is now outstanding 
Premiums paid, it 
207, while the known losses to date, including 
those paid, aggregate $720,653. The bureau has 
learned officially that it stands to lose $50,000 
on the hull of the American steamer Greenbrier, 
which was sunk in the North Sea early in April, 
from Charleston to 


after a successful trip 


Bremen with a load of cotton. 


Death of Mrs. A. M. Ballard 


The many friends in the insurance world of 
Sumner Ballard, insurance editor of The Jour- 
nal of Commerce; BE. L. Ballard, president of the 
Merchants Fire of New York, and W. M. Bal- 
lard, secretary of the United States branch of 
the Commercial Union, will regret to learn of 
Anna Marten 
widow of the 


the death of their mother, Mrs. 
Ballard. Mrs. Ballard was the 
late Frank Wade Ballard, 
editor on the staff of The Journal of Commerce. 


who was a former 


Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees 


This work now comprises five hundred pages 
and includes county and municipal repirements. 
The laws of each State are arranged under uni- 
form headings so that it is made easy to com- 
pare one State law with that of another State. 
With each State is given a list of the towns and 
counties imposing taxes and fees. Much addi- 
tional information is contained in a complete in- 
dex, which is arranged with a special view to 
making the various subjects covered in the work 
easily accessible. This publication is revised to 
August, 1914, and sells at $5 a copy.—Insurance 
Kield. 

Orders should be sent to the publishers, The 
Spectator Company. 
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Fire Insurance 








TOTAL LOSSES PAID IN THE 
UNITED STATES $27,000,000 


The Pioneer German Fire Insurance Company in America 





Hlamburg-Bremen 


Sire Insurance Company 
HAMBURG, GERMANY _ 


Organized in 1854 


Entered United States in 1858 





United States Branch 


H. N. KELSEY, Manager 


123 William Street - = New York 


340 California St., San Francisco, Calif. 
MACDONALD & MILES, Managers 


Pacific Coast Department 








AGENTS WANTED 





IN UNREPRESENTED POINTS 








GIVEN UP EXPECTING INSURANCE 
PUBLICITY 
Samuel Elliott, Former New York Pub- 
lisher, Marvels at the Work Here 


Samuel Elliott, formerly president of The 
Spectator Company of New York, well known 
as insurance publishers, has been in San 
Francisco during Insurance Week. “The favor- 
able publicity accorded insurance by the expo- 
sition officials and the daily press of San Fran- 
cisco,’’ said Mr. Elliott, who leaves to-day for 
the north, ‘‘is something I had long ago given 
up ever expecting to see.” 

“While I have been out of the business for 
several years, I kecp in fairly close touch with 
general conditions and have the greatest admi- 
ration for those who developed the idea and 
have brought insurance such a deserved recog- 
nition.’’ 

“T was particularly impressed with the insur- 
ance exhibits at the exposition, classed, as they 
are, in the department of social economy. The 
exhibits, in my judgment, are the best ever 
made.”’—The Daily Field, San Francisco, Cal., 
April 24, 1915. 


Agency Changes 


G. A. Mavon has resigned as Cook county agent 
for the Atlas. 

Wallace Reid has been appointed suburban general 
agent for the Camden Fire. 

John TT. Meyn has been appointed Brooklyn 
agent for the Williamsburgh City Fire. 

R. KE. Stronach, who has been chief clerk in the 
marine department of the A‘tna of Hartford, has been 
appointed special marine agent of the company. 

IK. FE. Dewar, former special agent for the North 
western Fire and Marine in Montana, has been ap 
pointed special agent for the German-American in the 
same State. 

Ralph A. Roberts, district secretary and inspector 
for the Underwriters Association of New York State, 
has been appointed special agent in Western New 
York for the Sun Insurance Office. 

The Insurance Agency Company of St. Louis, 
Mo., has been appointed agent in that city for the 
National of Hartford, which has been represented by 
the W. Hf. Markham Company in that territory. 

Platt & Farnum, New York marine managers 
for the Insurance Company of North America of 
Philadelphia, have been appointed general agents for 
the automobile department. This firm has appointed 
Jackson & Potter as metropolitan agents. 


Fire Notes 

The California State rating bill has been killed in 
the Senate. 

The Standard Fire of Hartford has been licensed 
in Kansas and Oklahoma, 

The Minnesota Legislature has adjourned without 
taking action on the short-rate bill. 

Charles Soderstrong of Minneapolis has been ap- 


pointed by Commissioner Works of Minnesota to have 


charge of all rating matters under the new law which 
is to be effective after June 9. 

I. LL. A. Cady has been elected president of the 
Butfalo Association of Fire Underwriters. 

The Equitable Fire and Marine of Providence has 
added $100,000 to its capital and $200,000 to its surplus. 

The Hanover Fire will move its New York city 
offices to the first floor of 100 William) street this 
week. 

\ new company, with $1,000,000 capital, is being 
organized to engage in the fire insurance business in 
Panama. 

\. D. Kirkpatrick, special agent for the Home of 
New York at Toronto, Canada, was killed in the re- 
cent battle at Ypres. 

Howard W. Ilunter has resigned as_ president 
of the Louisville Board of Fire Underwriters, on 
account of his advancing age and other duties. 

The Citizens Fire of Clarksville, Ark., which has 
done no business since October 1, 1910, has sur 
rendered its charter to the State, having discharged 
all its obligations. 

The city of Philadelphia has decided to spend 
$109,926 for new motor-driven fire apparatus, in com 
pliance with some of the recommendations of the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters. 

The Louisiana business of the City of New York 
Insurance Company has been reinsured in the 
National Fire of Ilartford. Sumner Ballard was the 
mitermediary in the reinsurance negotiations. 

George Richards, Dickinson W. Richards, Francis 
©. Affeld, Jr., and Frank Sowers have formed the law 
partnership of Richards & Affeld, giving special atten- 
tion to insurance law. George Richards is the author 
of “Richards On Insurance.” 


Walter I. Otto, who has been actuary of the 
Michigan Insurance Department, has been appointed 
Deputy Insurance Commissioner to succeed Herbert 
IP. Orr, who has resigned to become secretary of the 


Columbian National Fire of Detroit. 


lowa, Nebraska, Missouri, Minnesota and South 
Dakota have been entered by the Ohio Farmers 
chiefly for reinsurance purposes. Charles [L. Heeox, 
Western manager, will be in charge of the new terri 


tory, for which agents will be appointed. 


A fire company desiring to locate in a well-estab 
lished general agency covering Pennsylvania, Southern 
ew Jersey and Maryland would do well to eom 
municate with the party who advertises in another 


column of this issue of THe Specraror. 


William B. Ellison addressed the members of the 
Insurance Society in the rooms of the New York 
Board on Tuesday on the subject of ‘*Non-Liability 
Matter.” Mr. Ellison discussed a number of important 
legal phases of the standard fire insurance policy. 

At a meeting of the directors of the Southern 
States Fire of Birmingham, Ala., five new directors 
were elected to fill vacancies caused by resignations, 
and George MeCleary was elected president of the 
company to sueceed J. A. Gorham, who had re 


ne d. 


The American Central Fire of St. Louis is pre 
paring to establish an automobile department. A par 


ticipating reinsurance contract has been made with 
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the Queen City Fire of South Dakota, with PLD. 
Lemon in charge of the underwriting as secretary of 
the Queen City. 


Insurance Commissioner Welch of Oklahoma re- 
ports a loss ratio incurred of 65.24 per cent in 1914 on 
$5,451,576 of net fire premiums, and of 19.5 per cent on 
$S4i 
hail insurance premiums alone were $310,443, with a 
loss ratio of 14 per cent. 





3 of marine, tornado and hail insurance. ‘The 


The Attorney-General of Wisconsin has ruled that 
fire insurance companies, under the law, are entitled 
to deduct reinsurance premiums from the Fire Marshal 
tax. A bill has been prepared to refund the amount 
paid by the companies on reinsurance premiums 
during the last two years. 

LL. Kk. Guntrum, president of the Underwriters 
Club; Adam Bonus, secretary of the Eureka F. and M. 
and Security Insurance Company; J. BP. Kranz of 
Toledo and others left Cincinnati Saturday night, May 
1, 1915, for Slagle Resort Club, in Northern Michigan, 
for two weeks’ brook trout fishing. 

Governor Whitman has signed the bill of As 
semblyman Adler, amending the act incorporating the 
Church Insurance Association by providing that it 
shall hereafter be entitled to the same exemption from 
the application of sections 188-a, 139, 140, 141, 142 and 
M3 of the insurance law, as is given to corporations 
authorized to do business under article 9 of the in 
surance law. 


At its recent annual meeting, the Birmingham Fire 
and Casualty Exchange elected the following officers 
to serve for a year: Hf. G. Seibels, president; IHenry 
S. Going, vice-president, and Ed. S. Moore, secretary 
and treasurer. Those elected to serve on the executive 
committee are John S. Leedy, Herbert Levy, A. A 
Adams, Jr., Anglin White and A. W. Smith. 

The Millers National of Chicago has filed suit in 
the United States District Court at San Francisco 
against Insurance Commissioner J. FE. Phelps of Cali 
fornia asking that the court compel the Commissioner 
to issue a certificate of authority which, it is alleged, 
has been refused, despite the fact that the company 
has sufficient assets to continue business in the State. 

Reports covering the operations of fire insurance 
companies in Ohio during 1914 indicate a slight gain 
in premiums as compared with the preceding year, the 
total being $15,485,356. As losses decreased $1,200,000, 
however, the net proceeds for the benefit of the com 
panies were much larger, giving them ample cause for 
satisfaction. The total losses were $6,885,447. 

The Bankers Fire is being organized in Chicago 
to confine its operations to brick or stone buildings 
and fixtures, with a limit of $5000 on any one risk 
The dwellings and contents owned by stockholders are 
also to be insured. A reduction of twenty-five per 
cent is to be given from the regular board rate, and 
the reinsurance reserve is to be carried on deposit 
with the banks which take stock. 

The Citizens Fire of St. Louis has filed a petition 
in the court at Baton Rouge, La., against the collec 
tion of a tax imposed by the legislature upon foreign 
fire insurance companies doing business in that State. 
The petition cites a number of ways in which the 
act is unconstitutional. This suit will decide whether 
the restraining injunction granted against the colle 
tion of the tax six months ago will be made perma 


nent or not. 
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figency Wants. 





STOCK SALESMEN 


At NO OTHER point in the United States did there exist 
the same demand for an Old Line Life Insurance Company 
that actually existed in Sioux City, lowa. In NO OTHER 
section of the U. S. are conditions so favorable. You will 
find confidence, good will and good opinion on every hand in 
connection with our Company. Fidelity shares ARE selling. 
Clean salesmen only will be countenanced. If you are that 
sort, join a better organization in a better territory. 


FIDELITY LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF IOWA ; : 
RALPH H. RICE, Pres. SIOUX CITY, U.S. A. 














TO STOCK SALESIEN 
SHENANDOAH LIFE INSURANCE CO. 


(Incorporated) 


ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 


R. H. Angell, Pres. E. Lee Trinkle, Vice Pres. 
Dr. J, H. Dunkley, Med. Chief W.L. Andrews, a 
W. J. Henson, General Counsel Treas, 


Proposed Capital Stock, $500,000.00. 
Strong local and State-wide endorsements. 
About 800 subscribers already secured. 


Splendid territory, valuable leads and liberal contracts to a 
few first-class Stock Salesmen. 


Write, giving record and references, to 


JOHN T. BOONE, President 


Colonial Organization Corporation 
Roanoke, Virginia 

















W * Sigg a teneeriuee 
N S ACM Sickness Policy 
Sold to Men or Women Between the Ages of 16 and 70 Years 


Provides liberal benefits for loss of life, limbs or sight, fracture of any bone, 

amputations, doctor’s bills and hospital confinement from any accident; and 

from loss of time from any accident or any sickness as follows: 

Railroad, Steamboat, Elevated Road, Subway Cars, Bridge Cars and Street 
Car Accidents. 


Oe ESSEC © 0. en he eo ern Aree sa $7,500.00 
BOK FOSS Ol BOUTON ES. jo ks.e ow esa w aesmsiargurecinw bee 3,750.00 
Por Toss of Both Hands... «06. ..0. 05.6 ce seaseee we 3,750.00 
Por oss OF Both Peet «oo. os sess asec aacoe ees 3,750.00 
For Loss of One Hand and One Foot............ 3,750.00 
Por Toss of One Mand «5366s. is % < slevsc dwiers cae we 1,875.00 
BOGr ApS OL MOMe TOO oo. 5 6 ooses ven ee eusiers tesserae dieu oie 1,875.00 
Ora OSS OfOne BV! «6s, oo..6k eos oli es eaidea adie ea 6 750.00 
CSS Te COTE TT a i ee Sree ames os ch: 25.00 


Rider attached providing ( Loss of time there- 
benefit for the first 30days | aft hae ick {$35 (00 
continuous confinement $50. (0 ater ZY any SICK- Wi 
from accident or sickness ness, 26 Weeks.... = perMonth 


Loss of time there- | $35, 00 Hospital Benefit 
after by any acci- Limit—12 weeks | $95, (0 
dent, 26 Weeks. U sassidaash \ 


10 Special Resneneks Providing Benefit From Date of Accident. 


ENTIRE COST $21.00 PER YEAR 


L. PINNER & CO., Inc. 


Great Eastern Casualty Co.—Acme Department 
30 Church Street, New York 


Fgency Wants. 








A General Agency is open 
in the State of 
PENNSYLVANIA 
For one of the best Old Line 
Companies in America. 
Write ‘‘B”’ 

Care of The Spectator 
P.O. Box 1117, NewY ork City, N.Y. 











UNIVERSAL FIRE INS.CO. 


Organizing 


749-51 Insurance Exchange, Chicago, III. 


Authorized Capital $1,000,000 





Its incorporators comprise many of the most successful Real 
Estate and Insurance Men of Chicago and elsewhere 


UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR AGENTS AND STOCK 
SALESMEN WITH SUCCESSFUL RECORDS 














STOCK CASUALTY COMPANY entering 
Illinois, Indiana, Missouri and other States want 
State Managers. Salaried Positions. Young 
energetic men with good records and some cas- 
ualty experience desired. Address R. R. S., Care 
of The Spectator, P. O. Box 1117, New York 


City, N. Y. 














WANTED 

in Michigan, Indiana, IIinois, lowa, Minnesota, 

South Dakota, North Dakota, Nebraska and Montana 

Salesmen to sell the remaining stock of a big American Fire 
Insurance Company, organized by a fifty-year-old general 
agency firm carrying an immense volume of business. 

This company has many unique advantages, strongly sus- 
ceptible of demonstration and investment at time of organiza- 
tion should certainly bring rich reward. 


HIBERNIA FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


M. J. Naghten, Robt. E. Petrie, 
President. Mgr. of Organization. 


562 Insurance Exchange Building, Chicago, III. 
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